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UTILIZATION OF ROUGH FISH IN MIDWESTERN STATES AS A FOOD 


By 
C, F, Culler, Regional Supervisor 
Division of Fish Culture 


U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


With the better class of beef and some of the more popular canned seafoods entirely 
off the market in many parts of the country, and rationing in the offing for those meats 
still available, it seems almost inevitable that the American public is shortly going to 
adjust its epicurean likes and dislikes--whether it wants to or not, 


For many years, there have been swimming about in our lakes large quantities of so- 
called "rough fish", but demand has not been sufficiently great to make it economically 
feasible to harvest them except in limited quantities, During the past year, however, there 
has been an appreciable quickening of interest in this latent food supply, Now, with war- 
time conditions demanding that every potential food supply be studied, it looks as if these 
rough fish are about to receive the consideration they deserve, 


In the north central area, three important factors must be fully considered if complete 
utilization of our rough fish is to be accomplished: first, the available fish supply, 
and whether such supply will be continuously available; second, the marketing and proper 
preparation of the product for the market; and, third, the introduction of the product in 
such a manner that the general public will quickly become acquainted with it as a desirable 
food, 


In the north central area*, which covers ten midwestern states, the best available 
estimates indicate that approximately 25,000,000 pounds of rough fish could be caught im- 
mediately and placed on the market providing the price was sufficient to make marketing 
operations a financial success, About four-fifths of this is carp; the balance is made up 
mainly of buffalo, white carp, sheepshead, burbot, and suckers, The bulk of this product 
would come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa; but each of the other States in the region 
would also contribute to the total, 


Most of the State Conservation Departments in this region, for a number of years, have 
been carrying on a more or less active carp-control program with the object of improving gme- 
fish habitat in the many lakes and streams now heavily populated by carp, A limited market, 
with resultant low prices, has kept this work on a small-scale basis, There is no question, 
however, but that every State in the region would support any program tending to enlarge 
the present market demand to a point where removal of these fish could be made profitable 
for commercial fishermen, During November, based on f,0,b, carload lots, #1 carp brought 
from 4 to Ls cents, and jumbo size 7 cents per pound, 


As far as the supply is concerned, it is believed that an average annual catch of 
20,000,000 pounds is assured in the region under discussion: carp is one of our most pro- 
lific producers, Present seining practices call for a large mesh primarily to permit the 
escape of game fish; at the same time, this allows under-sized rough fish to escape, pro- 
viding for a continuous heavy population of the most rapid growth age class, 


Production of carp could be greatly increased through proper carp management practices; 
however, the wisdom of such action is very questionable, Many midwest lakes and streams 
have suffered from the introduction of this fish, Being a bottom feeder and an aquatic 
plant forager, this species has practically eliminated desirable aquatic plants needed for 
many types of water-loving wildlife from many lakes, The reproductive capacity of the carp 
and its ability to withstand adverse conditions greatly exceeds that of most game fishes, 
and it is believed that any practices designed to increase the supply of these rough fish 
are either undesirable or unnecessary, 


* See APPENDIX, at end of this article. 
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Proper presentation of carp to the American public presents the greatest problem to be 
solved; andits solution will largely determine the successful utilization of this undeveloped 
food supply. In many instances, improper dressing of carp and wrong cooking methods have 
combined to keep this fish from attaining a proper place as a table food, In connection 
with its preparation, the Service has a number of tested recipes that are available to the 
public; more recently, Michigan State College, at Lansing, undertook a rather intensive 
program designed to determine new methods for its utilization, It is expected the college 
will begin distribution of pamphlets on recipes for rough fish about April 1, 


The fact that well-trained specialists are now spending considerable time on the subject 
would seem to indicate a promising future for the rough fish industry, It will require 
a special effort of cooperation, however, among all those individuais interested in rough 
fish, if the program of utilizing them is to be a success, 


APPENDIX 


From information received during November 1942 from the several states, the following 
conditions prevail with regard to supply: 


Illinois,--There will be close to ten million pounds of carp and buffalo from the Missi- 
ssippi, Illinois, Wabash, and Ohio Rivers, The State authorities had several seining con- 
tracts let in their numerous fish preserves from which they expected good production, weather 
conditions permitting, At that time, the State was endeavoring to determine just what the 
commercial fisheries produced in Illinois, To show the increase in price, buffalo had sold 
in mid-November in Chicago in the rough, for 12 cents a pound, The State authorities were 
apparently much interested in the commercial fisheries angle; and while there had been in- 
quiries regarding the use of the fishes to be made into fish meal, they were of the opinion 
that they could be used to much better advantage by placing them on the market as food, 


Iowa,--The State had a program whereby its own crews removed the fish from the inland 
waters; and, at this date, they had been able to sell the greater majority to eastern and 
local markets, and had been giving the small, unsalable carp and buffalo to needy families 
and to organized relief where they found 4 ready demand, 





During the year 1940-41, approximately 3,137,000 pounds of rough fish were removed 
from the Mississippi River, and in 1941-42, approximately 3,140,000 pounds, The State com- 
mercial fishing in1941 amounted to approximately 1,387,000 pounds, andin 1942, approximately 
2,000,000 pounds--buffalo, bullheads, carp, catfish, dogfish, pickerel, sheepshead, etc, 
At this time they were using some carp and buffalo at their fish hatcheries for fish food; 
and expected to do considerable experimental feeding of carp alone with various packing- 
house products, because livers and hearts would be almost impossible to secure inany quanti- 
ties in the future, 


Indiana,--While the State authorities reported rough fish in some quantity, it was not 
believed they were in sufficient quantities to warrant catching by commercial fishermen, 
It was stated, however, that the fish could be handled by State seining crews, in an endeavor 
to make better game-fishing conditions in Indiana's lakes, 


Michigan,--There did not seem to be the same rough-fish problem 4s in some of the other 
States, although carp are present in a number of lower Michigan rivers, especially where 
there are impoundments, Past attempts to harvest these carp have not yielded returns that 
would interest fishermen in taking them, and it was felt this situation will continue unless 
market conditions improve to a point where there would be 4 greater incentive, 


Representatives of the Michigan Institute of Fisheries are interestedin the possibilities 
of producing suckers in the largest inland lakes, and State authorities gave as a safe esti- 
mate that 1,000,000 pounds of this species would be available annually, 


Minnesota,--Last season, approximately 4,000,000 pounds of rough fish were removed 
from the waters of the State, Of this amount, 3,900,000 pounds were carp, buffalo, and 
sheepshead, The State reported quite a supply of bullheads, especially in Itasca County, 
It is believed this fishery could be enlarged to a considerable extent, In Red Lake, on 
the Red Lake Indian Reservation, 1,000,000 pounds of wall-eyed pike had been taken up to 
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December 1942, and placed on the market, This was an increase of 350,000 pounds over last 
year's output, 


The Minnesota officials advised that they had no aifficulty in disposing, for food 
purposes, practically all rough fish taken by the State in their rough-fish removal program, 
and were in whole accord with a rough-fish utilization progrem, They advised that carp were 
then selling at from 24 to 7 cents per pound, f,o,b, point of removal depending, of course, 
upon the grade of fish offered for sale, 


Missouri,--No data were available at the time of writing this report, 


Nebraska,--From the report received, Nebraska did not seem to have a carp problem, 
About 18,000 pounds had been handled for local sale and approximately 31,000 pounds had been 
used as trout food, The so-called rough fish were sold from 4 to 9 cents per pound at the 
lakes, the buffalo bringing the highest and the quillback carp, of which there is only a 
minimum amount, the lowest price, The State authorities roughly estimated that the total 
number of pounds present in Nebraska would be from 600,000 to 1,000,000 pounds; however, 
it was highly probable there would be a carp removal problem for the State to solve in the 
lakes that were formed for the use of the Tri-County Electric Company, 


The author has made several inspections in that section, and was told of the unusual 
numbers of carp that could be caught at some seasons of the year, Certain suggestions re- 
garding methods of trapping and netting have been made, It is reported that the State, 
in-its removal program, has brought carp to cities, such as Lincoln, in its distribution 
tank trucks, where they were readily sold for food, 


North Dakota,--The State authorities claimed that the rough fish existed in considerable 
numbers in the Missouri River, Spiritwood Lake, and the James River, but they were doubtful 
that they could be produced in sufficient quantities to warrant commercial activities being 
carried on except in the Missouri River and the Dakota Lake in the James River Valley, 








South Dakota,--In 1941, five commercial fishermen under contract to the State removed 
approximately 1,125,000 pounds of rough fish, The carp prices ranged from 23 to 5 cents 
per pound, depending upon the grade; the buffalo from 3 to 8 cents per pound, All prices 
were f,o,b, fishing grounds, Six contracts were let in 1942, and the seining had only begun 
by December 1, It was expected, however, that the total catch would be about the same as 
in 1941, with the prices higher, While no information was available, it is assumed that 
these fish were all shipped from South Dakota to the Chicago and eastern markets, 


Wisconsin,--In November, the Wisconsin authorities advised that they had the carp pretty 
well under control in the inland lakes, and that all the fish caught during the fall had 
been sold immediately, There were not over 200,000 pounds in the holding ponds at the time 
of the survey, It was doubtful if production for the whole fall season would exceed 14 
million pounds for the entire State, This amount was somewhat less than for the period 
1934 to 1942, when the fall catch ranged from 2,500,000 to 4,000,000 pounds, 


The demand had been good, and the prices ranged from 3 cents a pound for fish that 
weighed about 14 pounds, up to 10 cents a pound for jumbo--fish weighing from 7 pounds up, 
This would seem to indicate that the carp were being kept under control in Wisconsin waters, 
and that the yearly take from the inland lakes might not reach over 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 
pounds annually, unless excellent spawning and hatching conditions prevailed for the next 
two or three years, which would increase the output materially, 


It is understood, also that Wisconsin has a problem of over-supply of sheepshead in 


Lake Winnebago, In the past, for lack of market, material quantities of this species have 
been taken out and destroyed, 


0-0-0 
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ATLANTIC SEA MUSSELS AS FOOD 
By 


V. L, Loosanoff, Aquatic Biologist 
Division of Fishery Biology 


U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


In Germany, attempts are made to relieve acute food shortages by inventing different 
ersatz, or synthetic, products which can be regarded as very poor substitutes for such fa- 
miliar dishes as a steak with French-fried potatoes, or even the lowly hamburger. Our coun- 
try, however, is more fortunate than the Axis, and will, probably, get through the war with- 
out depending upon synthetic foods, This will be possible only if our food supplies are 
used wisely, and if some of our neglected natural food resources are rapidly and fully de- 
veloped, One neglected resource is our mussel fishery, 


The edible mussel (Mytilus edulis) is a mollusk closely related to the oyster and clam, 
and resembling them in many respects, It is common along our Atlantic Coast from North 
Carolina to the Canadian border, being extremely numerous in some areas of Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, and especially Maine, The same species are found on some beaches of our Pacific 
Coast, 





In many European countries the mussel constituted, before the war, one of the principal 
marine food products, In England, the mussel fishery was highly developed, and the quantity 
of mussels consumed as food materially exceeded that of oysters or any other species of 
shellfish, In France, although the cultivation of mussels has been carried on since the 
13th century, the demand for them was so great that hundreds of thousands of bushels of 
this shellfish were imported annually fran Belgium and Holland, Large quantities of mussels 
were &lso eaten in Scandinavian countries and in the Mediterranean region, 


In the United States, sea mussels were used on a comparatively large scale during the 
last war, They were served in many restaurants in Boston and several other cities of New 
England, Mussels rarely failed to please the taste of patrons, Just prior to the last 
war, the U, S, Bureau of Fisheries (now a part of the Fish and Wildlife Service) undertook 
to acquaint the American public with mussels as a’seafood, I, A, Field, biologist of the 
U, S, Bureau of Fisheries, who at that time studied the biology and economic value of the 
sea mussel, stated that "In Boston, a year after the campaign many dealers who never handled 
mussels before were selling them, andwere gettinghigher prices than had prevailed previously, 
In Worcester, several of the markets experienced a growing mussel business, and the conditions 
were apparently the same in Lowell, A Providence dealer reported 4 considerable increase 
in his mussel sales, which he attributed tothe publicity given the campaign by the newspapers, 
Pushcart vendors in Boston have been selling them, and doubtless many other parties not known 
to the Bureau have taken up the business, The drain on the Narragansett Bay beds, which 
were hundreds of acres in extent, was so heavy during the campaign that the Bureau was led 
to believe it unwise to continue the publicity work further .until new sources of supply 
were found available," 


After the last war, however, the consumption of mussels decreased, This probably was 
due to the fact that’ fishing for mussels became less profitable than some other occupations, 
and because many other fishery foods again became easily available, Nevertheless, a limited 
market for mussels always existed in large cities of the Atlantic Coast, For example, over 
40,000 bushels of mussels were sold in New York City in 1941, 


In many sections of the Atlantic Coast, the mussels are so abundant that they can be 
easily gathered, and, therefore, sold at a price lower than that of oysters or clams, Being 
wholesome, nutritious and, at the same time, cheap, mussels should be widely used by all 
lovers of fishery products, 


It is very fortunate thatmussels are in their prime when oysters are not usually marketed, 
Studies of the condition of mussels during different seasons of the year carried on by the 
author and James B, Engle, Service biologist, indicate that these shellfish are at their 
best during March, April, May, and June, The sale of our wholesome and delicious oysters, 
reaches its peak in late fall or early winter, The quantity of oysters sold late in the 
spring and in summer is comparatively mall, This is due largely to the fact that the demand 
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for oysters usually exceeds the available supply, and, therefore, few oysters are left to 
be sold towards the end of winter, At this point, the sale of mussels can easily compensate 
for the absence of oysters in the shellfish market, 


Like oysters and clams, mussels may be prepared and served in a variety of ways, If 
purchased fresh, mussels may be steamed the same as soft clams, roasted, fried, or used 
in chowder, Many recipes for cooking mussels are given in Service publications, 


For export, and for the markets away from the coastline, the meats may be canned, pickled 
or prepared as deviled mussels, mussel cocktail, or chowder, Smoked missel meats are con- 
sidered a delicious food, and when salted they retain their tenderness and palatability for 
years, Frozen mussel meats may also be preserved for long periods, Experiments also are 
being conducted by Service technologists to develop methods for dehydrating mussel meats,* 


0-0-0 


PROGRESS IN TECHNOLOGY--DECEMBER 


The following items of interest have been reported concerning activities of the Tech- 
nological Laboratories: 


College Park, Md,--Mr, M, P, Vucassovich, of the Gorton-Pew Fisheries Campany, Gloucester, 
Mass,, has been assisting the staff in the preparation of salted fish, Several packs have 
been made of salted mullet, and samples have been sent to Puerto Rico for testing, 





A fibreboard fillet shipping box, using dry ice, is being tested at the laboratory and 
shows considerable promise, Fillets have been kept in their original unfrozen state for 
42 hours, packing 40 pounds per container, 


Breaking strength tests were carried out at the U, S, Bureau of Standards on 13 samples 
of twine including manila, sisal, hemp, and istle, A heavy cotton cod end was placed under 
commercial test in cooperation with a Gloucester fisherman to determine its suitability for 
rosefish trawl uets, 


Experimental packs of sea herring, fish flakes, mackerel, and deep sea fish roe have 
been processed in tin substitute containers, 


A demonstration was held at a meeting of a committee of home economists who had come 
to Washington at the invitation of Office Defense Health and Welfare Services to develop 
plans for community and local food demonstrations associated with the campaign on the volun- 
tary rationing of meat, The following fish dishes were prepared at College Park and served 
to the committee: 


Fish salad prepared with canned menhaden, 
Fish loaf prepared with reconstituted dehydrated mullet, 
Fish rlake puff, prepared with ground, reconstituted, salted shark fillets, 


Deep fat fried fillets of dogfish shark, monkfish, and carp, and also deep fat fried 
lake smelt, 


Most of them expressed agreeable surprise at the tastiness of the dishes, 


Seattle, Washington, --Work was continued onthe effect of methods of rendering on the sta- 
bility of vitamin A in the resultant oil, The content of oil, and vitamin A was determined 
for liver samples of 88 dogfish and 7 soupfin shark, Similar studies were made on 36 shark 
livers, comprising 7 species, collected in Mexico, The survey was continued on the distri- 
bution and economic considerations relating to the marine plants of the Pacific area, 





Ketchikan, Alaska,--Preliminary studies have been carried out in processing butter 
clams in order to improve their appearance 


*Fishery Leaflet 11, entitled "Sea Mussels", was issued by the Service in December. It is a general re- 
port covering information obtained from a preliminary survey of the possibility of utilizing mssels. 
Copies of the leaflet, which is by Wm. C, Herrington and Leslie W. Scattergood, Service biologists, 
may be obtained without charge from the Fish and Wildlife Service, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Ill. 
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Storage tests have shown that frozen sablefish and red rockfish fillets are marketable 
after 10 months, Untreated fillets frozen in still air at -20° F,, packed in cellophane, 
can be expected to be in good marketable condition for 7 to 9 months, Lightly smoked pink 
salmon, also frozen in still air, were found to ‘have better appearance after 3 as at 
coated with a 5 percent gelatin dip, Flavor was not improved by this process, 


Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,--The crew of the experimental fishing boat, W, B, LEWIS, completed 
the construction of a large floating fish trap, The trap is approximately 18' x 18' x 9' in 
size, and is constructed of 4" x 4" timbers and 1" mesh, 18 gauge chicken wire, It is to be 
used in fishing for migratory species which have been reported to abound in certain areas 
during the first three months of the year, 








A fresh fish retail survey was completed and the data are now being analyzed, 


Recent Insular legislation has made $10,000,000 available for alleviating the food 
shortage, A program has been prepared to recommend how some of these funds can be used 
for needed repairs and construction of fishing gear, 


As a result of the work on extracting tanning materials from mangrove bark, the Insular 
Forest Service has made available a tract of 1,500 acres of mangrove trees for raw material, 
One large tannery has undertaken the construction of an extraction plant, The extract will 
also be available for use as a preservative of fish nets, 


0-0-0 
MUSSEL INDUSTRY IN TENNESSEE VALUED AT $282,000 IN 1942 


On the lower Tennessee River of West Tennessee this last season, about 850 men collected 
$282,000 worth of pig toes, pistol grips, warty backs, maple leaves, monkey faces, butter- 
flies, rose buds, muckets, pocket books, rabbits feet, lady fingers, washboards, and mule 
ears, It sounds incredible until we realize that these are common names for different species 
of mussels mentioned in an article entitled "Tennessee's $282,000 Mussel Industry Is Best 
In Country", by Henry Howell and Paul Bryan, Tennessee Valley Authority, in the January 
issue of The Tennessee Conservationist, 





For several years, Tennessee has been the leading mussel shell producing state, but 
this was no particular distinction because its pearl button industry wes on the skids, There 
was considerable competition from the Japanese, and other products, notably zippers and 
plastics, were replacing the pearl button, In 1942, the entire picture changed, After 
Pearl Harbor, the Japanese no longer competed in the button business, and plastics and zippers 
were needed for many uses other than keeping our civilian clothing in place, The average 
price of mussels was $30 per ton instead of the $12 or $15 formerly paid, The mussel business 
got a new lease on life, if only a temporary one, According to the leading mussel buyer 
in the Tennessee Valley since 1917, the lower Tennessee now produces more fine quality staple 
white buttons than any other area in the world, Had "Pearl Harbor" come two or three years 
later, there would have been no big increase in the mussel business, because by then the 
lower Tennessee River would have been converted into Kentucky Reservoir, Without the unusual 
and drastic economic changes brought about by the war, the mussel price would have been too 
low to encourage extensive digging, 


The 850 diggers sold their clams to three buyers, who bought 14,000,000; 2,800,000; 
and 2,000,000 pounds, respectively, 


A typical musseler's equipment consists of a boat, motor, two crowfoot bars, hooks, 
lines, a mule, and 4 cooking outfit, The crowfoot bars are hollow pipes usually about 16 
feet long, Lines are tied on the crowfoot bar at intervals of 3 to 5 inches, Each line 
carries 2 or 4 hooks, each hook having 4 points, 


The crowfoot bars are lowered to the river bottom and dragged behind the boat, which 
drifts downstream, When a hook gets into the mussel's open shell, the mussel closes the 
shell and hangs on, At intervals, the mussels are removed from the hooks, The mule is 
a piece of canvas lowered behind the boat, The current pushes against it and moves the 
boat forward, 


After the day's collection has been completed, or after several days of collecting, 
the cooking begins, The mussels are placed in a big container and steamed for an hour or 
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so, The steaming causes the two shells to fall apart and makes it possible to remove the 
flesh part, About a tenth of the mussel is meat which is used for feeding hogs, dogs, and 
chickens, some for set line bait and some for fertilizer, though most of the meat is dis- 
carded, When the meat is removed, the shells are sorted by species and ready for sale to 
the dealer, who collects them by boat, 


As: might be expected, the several kinds of shells differ greatly in value, Sand shells 
brought $60 per ton in 1942; several other kinds, including heel splitters and paper shells, 
were of no value, Pearls and slugs added $16,500 to the musseler's income in 1942, 


The mussel fishermen can look forward to one more good season, In 1943, prices should 
be high and the river will still be normal, After 1943, most of these fishermen must go 
elsewhere, or shift to some other work, If 4 large scale commercial fishery develops on 
Kentucky Reservoir after impoundment, many of the 850 musselers will probably be out for 
carp and catfish instead of clams, 


THE SALMON RUNS OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER IN 1938 


Exceptional data are available for the study of the salmon runs of the Columbia River 
River in 1938 by Willis H, Rich, Professor of Biology, Stanford University and Director of 
Research, Fish Commission of Oregon; in cooperation with the Division of Fishery Biology, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Copies may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D, C,, for 10 cents, 





Detailed figures on catch were supplied by Oregon and Washington in such form that 
they could readily be combined with the counts at Bonneville Dam to provide a basis for 
estimating the escapement, Tables show the catch of each species for each week in each 
of six zones, and the counts at Bonneville and Rock Island Dams, The general course of 
the run of each species is shown, The numbers of fish bound for the spawning grounds above 
Rock Island Dam are estimated as follows: Chinook salmon entering Columbia River before 
May 1, 4 percent; during May, 6 percent; June and July, 15 percent; and August to December, 
1 percent, Blueback salmon entering the river during the above periods, 40 percent, Steel- 
head trout entering the river during June to September, 1 percent; during the rest of the 
year, 10 percent, Fishing intensities are shown by escapement to catch ratios, Percentages 
of chinook salmon escapement are less than 15 during May; 17 during June and July; and 33 
during the remainder of the year, The June and July runs are now greatly depleted, and an 
important part of these runs spawns above Rock Island Dam, The blueback salmon escapement 
is about 20 percent, and of steelhead trout about 33 percent, Weekly and seasonal closed 
periods are shown to be almost entirely ineffective for increasing the spawning escapement, 
Exploitation is further increased by the intensive troll fishery conducted from Monterey 
Bay to southeastern Alaska, Chinook salmon are also subjected to a sport fishery of con- 
siderable importance, Main runs of salmon to the Columbig River are practically unprotected 
and are fished with destructive intensity, 


NEW FISH MEAL PRICES ESTABLISHED BY 0,P,A, 


At the request of Pacific Coast producersof fish meal, the Office of Price Administration 
announced fixed dollars and cents maximum prices for fish meal, including that of low protein 
content, , Through Amendment No, 2 of the Revised Maximum Price Regulation No, 73--Fish Meal 
and Fish Scrap--the maximum price for each percentage of protein ranging from40 to 80 percent 
was set out, effective January 16, Previously, the regulation listed ceiling prices for fish 
meal with protein content ranging from 55 to 75 percent, 


Sales are permitted to dealers on contracts limited to a five-point percentage range, 
Within this range, they are permitted to receive the specified maximum price for the actual 
percentage sold, If, however, the percentage of protein in the fish meal exceeds the five 
point range, the seller will not be entitled to a maximum price above the specified range, 
If the percentage of protein is below the range, the seller is penalized $1.50 for the first 
one percent or fraction, and $3.00 for each succeeding percentage orfraction below the speci- 
fied range, 


In the event that the fishmeal tendered under such contract is higher in protein content 
than the highest percentage of said specified range therein, and the buyer accepts delivery 
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thereof, the maximum price therefor shall not exceed the maximum price for the highest per- 
centage of said specified range, 











Schedule of Percentages and Corresponding Maximum Prices for Sales of Fish Meal, 
f.0.b. at Fish Reduction ee in Seller's New Burlap = 
"Grade* or unit percentage Pitts Ttlantic and or unit percentage fic Atlantic and 
of protein per ton et Gulf Coasts of protein per ton Coast Gulf Coasts 
Per Per Ton Per fon Per Ton 
40 eee ee eeeeeeeeeeee “SB. “$48.50 61 Seer ecererereeerre “F700 “$74.00 
41 See CeeeCSeeeereere 47.50 49.50 2 COC e eee eee EEE HE Se 72.00 7 00 
RS A 49.00 51.00 OE anaeevaneceaue rir 73.00 76.00 
DP wedcashebececonars -00 52.00 De cepvecseeucneeanire 74.00 7-0 
44 eeerteeeteoeeeeereeee 51.00 53.00 65 eeeeeeeeeeereeveeeee rage 7 50 
42 eeeeeeee ee eeeee eee 52.00 55.00 GE ®eteeeeesesreeteere 2 50 2-2 
eeereereeeeeeeeeee 53.50 55.50 6 @ereteereseteveeee 77-50 200 
4 ee eeeeeeeevee eeeee 54.50 sh Go eeeeeeeeraeeeeer+eee pe 82.50 
4 @eeeeeeee eeereees os 55.50 00 69 Cereresereeeoeseee 90 83.50 
>t eae AB Oe en 2-2 RP vesmasgucaciwveass so §4.30 
a wun venuen.seaee vies | aga 61.50 a scssstlecsbakenss’ 83.50 “— 
52 cccscecccccecccees -50 63.00 aseaensewetes ers 54-20 -50 
3 eS ae ee vs 4 x DD sisdsqeeeSawendess on 89.50 
22 Peeeeraeseeeesereses 64.00 ae 7 Ceeerteseeseseeseses oe ne 
seseteebesicewecne | ‘MEO 68.00 7 eaves dubedenwanete 89.50 93.00 
2h cevdeeanesn a oacpad-s oo ae itsaasdvedutneaat 30.3) 94.50 
22 Seeeseseeeseeres . eh a 71.50 SOeee ee reerreseooe af a go 
eneweawee wogeasiah " 69.50 72.50 








To determine the maximum price per ton for fish meal sold in used burlap bags $1.00 is 
deducted from the prices specified; for fish meal sold in bulk, $3,00 is deducted; for fish 
meal sold in bags other than burlap bags, the cost of the bags at replacement value is added 
to the bulk prices, 


Fish meal and fish scrap sold in bags or other containers shall be described by means 
of a label or tag describing the classification and grade printed on or attached to the bags 
or other containers, In the case of salesin bulk and of all fish meal or fish scrap produced 
outside the several states of the United States from its time of entry into any state of the 
United States to delivery at the first distributing point description shall be by means of 
tag or certificate accompanying the shipment and describing the classification and grade, 


The amendment further provides that the three percent freight tax effective November 1, 
1942, shall be included in transportation charges where provision is made for the addition 


of such charges in calculating maximum prices under Revised Maximum Price Regulation 73, 
‘ 


MARITIME COMMISSION HANDLES PRIORITY RATINGS FOR VESSEL REPAIRS 


Priority ratings for repairs to commercial fishing vessels are issued by the Priorities 
Section, Ship Maintenance and Repairs, U, S, Maritime Commission, At present, this agency 
is assigning preference ratings up to AA-2x on forms PD-3A and PP-300 for repairs to these 
craft, 


Form PD-3A is used in obtaining repairs to a specific named vessel, while Form PD-300 
is used in applying for materials to be used in building up 4n inventory of repair parts 
for the maintenance and repairs of vessels, At present, both forms are being processed 
and leave Washington in approximately 24 hours after they are received by the Maritime Com- 
mission, 


Any commercial fishing vessel may apply for and secure material on a certified purchase 
order from any ship chandler or supply house obtaining material on Form PD-300 which is 
earmarked stock for the repair, maintenance and operation of certain specified vessels in- 
cluding commercial fishing craft, The Fish and Wildlife Service has been informed by a 
representative of the Maritime Commission that while certain materials are critical, such 
as complete engines, they have not been informed of any particular difficulty in securing 
materials for fishing vessels, 





—- 
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Applications on both PD-3A and PD-300 should be addressed to the U, S, Maritime Com- 


mission, Priorities Section, Garfinckel Building, 14th & G Streets, Washington, D, C, 


For 


further information, addressU, S, Maritime Commission as above, or the field officers listed 


below: 





Mr. C. H. Kennerly, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
45 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Mr. J. W. McCabe, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
Public Ledger Building, 
Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mr. James R. Cohan, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
Savannah Benk & Trust Bldg., 
Savannah, Georgia. 


Mr. J. L. Moore, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
Post Office Building, 
Galveston, Texas. 


Mr. William T. Hayes, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
1105 Dexter-Horton Bldg., 
Seattle, Washington. 


Maritime Commission or War Shipping Administration Official 


Mr. John T. Degnan, Representative, 
U. S. Maritime Commission, 
45 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Mr. F. D. Purse, Local Mer., 
War Shipping Administration, 
22 Light Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


Mr. Charles Mallynn, Local Mgr., 
War Shivping Administration, 
Federal Office Building, 

New Orleans, La. 


Mr. James Scott, Local Mgr., 
War Shipping Administration, 
200 Bush Street, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Mr. 0, H. Wiese, Local Mer., 
War Shipping Administration, 
Terminal Tower Building, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 








Mr. A. T. Ross, Local Mgr., 


War Shipp Ada. 
Ra. 815, Broad St., 
Boston, Mass. 


Mr. W. D. Bernard, 
Local Mgr., vw. s. A, 
Monticello Ave. and 
Princess Anne Ri., 
Norfolk, Virginia. 


Mr. W. Clyde Dowe, 
Local Mgr., W. S. A., 
Merchants National 
Benk Building, 
Mobile, Ala. 


War Shipping Adn., 
Cabrillo Theatre Bldg., 
San Pedro, Calif. 





FOOD VALUE OF REPRESENTATIVE FISHERY PRODUCTS 


Secretary ‘Wickard, as Food Administrator, in his radio address of January 12 presented 





the estimated daily food consumption of the American public in 1943, The Bureau of Home 
Economics has prepared Table I which compares this amount with the quantity recommended 
by the National Research Council, and the average amounts available in previous years, 














Table I - Nutritive Value of Estimated Per Capita Consumption of the Civilian Population 
National Research Estimated Consumption per 
Nutrient Unit Council 4 r 

Fecoaperdat ion ST 
Food energy Calories 2, +220 4 ° 
Protein Grams 66 82 89 83. 
Calcium Grams 0.9 0.82 86 *h 
Tron Milligrams 12 4 15 13.35 
Vitamin A International Units 4,700 6,000 6,600 5. 
Riboflavin Milligrams 2.3 1.8 1.9 i. 
Thiamine Milligrams 1.6 1.7 1.9 i. 
Ascorbic acid Milligrams 90 110 91 
Niacin Milligrams 16 15 17 15.57 
Fat Grams oo -- 129.6 
Carbohydrate Grams ~~ we a 375-4 














*Estimated by Bureau of Home Economics, United States Department of Agriculture. 

**Nutrients of estimated civilian per capita supplies under production goals (Table 2, B&A, December 14, 
1942). The latter has been revised slightly as of December 23, 1943, and the mtrients in 1943 are 
not expected to differ materially. 


The following data have been prepared in the Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries 
and show, in Table II, the approximate food elements in one serving of different types of 
fishery products, 


Omission of nutrients from the table do not necessarily mean that fishery products 
do not contain these important food elements, but only that quantitative data are not availa- 
ble, Scattered analyses show that fishery products contain about .4 milligram of riboflavin 
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and 2 to 10 milligrams of niacin, Only oysters contain more than a trace of carbohydrates, 
and no fishery product is a good source of ascorbic acid, 


Table II - Approximate Food Elements in One Serving of Representative Fishery Products 








Item cod [Protein |Calcium | Iron Vitamin A Thiamin | Fat 
Taleries Grams | Grams | Willigrams | International units | Milligrams | Grams 
Lean fish ie 40 -03 1.2 eo 212 1.0 
Fat fish 40 02 +0 400 +20 B.0 
Oysters 110 15 06 0 300 -2 3.5 
Crab meat 110 v0) ol? 2.4 -- 10 3.5 
Shrimp Fe 2 06 2.0 -- e 1.2 
Canned salmon 1 B «24 2.1 = -03 10.0 
Canned tuna 120 5 -- ° . ° 2.0°° 
Canned Maine sardines 12 Ps] -08 2.0 150 ° 2.0°* 


























-- Only in small amounts. ° Mo information. *Vegetable oil discarded. 


In general, fishery products are an excellent source of a high grade protein, supply 
varying amounts of energy depending on the fat content, and may furnish important quantities 
of certain vitamins or nutritively essential mineral elements, 


FISH LIVER OILS CONTAINING VITAMIN A AND VITAMIN D TO BE PURCHASED BY A,.M,A, 


The Agricultural Marketing Administration announced on December 23 that it contemplated 
purchases of Natural Vitamin A and Natural Vitamin D fish liver oils, and that until further 
notice, offers may be submitted so as to be received by the Special Commodities Branch, 
Agricultural Marketing Administration, Washington, D, C., on or before 11:00 a.m,, Eastern 
War Time, on the Tuesday following the date of the announcement and on each Tuesday thereafter 
until further notice, for acceptance not later than the Friday next succeeding such dates, 


Offers are requested for the sale of edible fish liver oils containing not less than 
850 U.S.P, units of vitamin A and not less than 85 U.S,P. units of vitamin D, In submitting 
offers, the offerer shall indicate the species of fish livers fram which the oil was produced 
and the vitamin A and vitamin D potency per gram, All vitamin A and all vitamin D shall 
be produced from Natural (animal) sources, and be prepared from livers obtained from one 
or more species of fish by any method without substitution of oil, The product shall be free 
from artificial color and shall be free from bitter or rancid taste, A slight fish odor and 
flavor is considered normal, The product shall not show an acidity greater than one percent 
of free fatty acids (calculated as oleic acid), 


In determining whether the product meets the specifications required in the contract, 
the following methods of testing will be used: 


Determination of Impurities: (Water and Sediment in Fatty Oils) 





Shall be as described in U.S,P, XII, On the basis of this test the tube shall contain 
no precipitate and shall not have a water layer greater than 0.5 percent by volume, 


Stearin: The fish liver oil shall be destearinated and the test for stearin shall be 
as described in specifications for cod liver oil (01 Morrh,) in U.S.P, XII, Im the 
case of high potency oils, however, exception may be made, 


Determination of Vitamin A Potency: The vitamin A content shall be determined spec- 
trophotometrically except that at the option of the A,M.A,, biclogical assaymay be used 
in cases where spectrophotometric data appear to be inconclusive, When determined 
spectrophotometrically, the vitamin A content shall be determined by direct comparison 
of the extinction coefficient at 328 millimicrons of the nonsaponifiable fraction 
of the oil offered with thet of the nonsaponifiable fraction of the U,S,P, Reference 
Cod Liver Oil, The current Reference Oil has a potency of 1700 U.S,P, units of vita- 
min A per gram, Biological assay, if required by A,M,A,, will be under the supervision 
of and in accordance with standard practices of the Federal Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration, 





Vitamin D Potency will be determined in accordance with the method for vitamin D assay 


as specified in U.S,P.XII. 
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To avoid the necessity of withdrawing samples from each container, it is suggested 
that mixing and filling of containers, be done only in the presence of the officially desig- 
nated sampler, Inspection must be performed prior to shipment and it is the responsibility 
of the vendor to notify the A.M.,A, when product is ready, The cost-of inspsction shall 
be borne by the vendor, 


Offers shall be for any quantity for delivery in lots of not less than 10 gallons of 
fish liver oils meeting the specifications, Deliveries are desired within 90 days after 
acceptance date of offers, and it is suggested that request for inspection be made at least 
30 days prior to expiration of the delivery period, Im order to expedite shipments and to 
avoid delays in obtaining payment, vendors may elect to name in Section 3 of Offer of Sale 
Form SCP-1189 a regularly recognized independent laboratory which can issue a report that 
may be used as a basis of partial payment prior to the issuance of the A,M,A, certificate, 


The product shall be packed in accordance with good commercial practice in new air- 
tight standard metal containers, suitable for export, containing not less than 5 nor more 
than 55 gallons, It is preferred that the container be sealed by leaving 2 inch head space 
which shall-be filled with carbon dioxide or nitrogen gas, If a different method of sealing 
is to be used, the method must be specifically indicated, Drums containing more than 5 
gallons shall be 18 gauge or heavier, 5 gallon cans shall be flat topped and shall be 24 
gauge or heavier, 


Sets of "Offer of Sale Forms" will be forwarded on request and further details with 
respect to this purchase may be obtained by communicating with the Fish Products Division, 
Special Commodities Branch, Agricultural Marketing Administration, in Washington, D, C, 


PURCHASES OF FISHERY PRODUCTS BY F.D,A, TOTAL $60,248,738 IN 1942 


Total purchases by the Food Distribution Administration of the Department of Agriculture 
during 1942 for Lend-Lease, Emergency Territorial Programs, Red Cross, the School Lunch 
Program, and for other purposes totaled 14 billion dollars, the Department of Agriculture 
reported on January 30, Purchases of canned and dry-salted fish and fish liver oils amounted 
to $60,248 ,738. 














Commodi ty Unit 

FISH 
Herring, canned Cases 
Mackerel, " " 106 2 
Pilchards, " " 316, aw en 9,364, 5,059,093 | 18,005,22 
ware ; " a. 7 ie 3 aS oat 3p e 3 So 922 a tte 
Fleked fish,” " ae RE ; 33a "he “brs "6.951 41 Bs 





Total ...cccceeceees| 991,953 | 8,440,101 | 8,584,766 | 55,675,259 |13,183,710 | 78,609,341 
Dry-salted fish Pounds 3,024,000 333,460 5,273.42 636,400 5,273.4 636,400 


VITAMINS 
Cod liver off Gallons mee ~~ 6,550 19,322 6,550 19,322 
Halibut liver oil " ~- - 100 3.745 100 3,745 
Vitamin A, 





Fish liver ofl MUnits | 5,689,019 831.550 125,418,948 | 3,914,012 | 28,946,052 4.348.021 
Total .....eeseeeeee | 5,009,019 831,550 125,425,598 | 3.937, 28,952,702 | 4,372, 


079 
Grarid Total ........++| 9,704,972 | 9,605,111 [39,263,784 | 60,248,738 |47.409,832 | 83,618,435 


























USE OF CERTAIN FATS AND OILS IN INEDIBLE PRODUCTS FORBIDDEN BY W,P,B, 


Use of anyofa selected listof fats and oils in the manufacture of a number of inedible 
products was forbidden January 7 by the Director General for Operations through the issuance 
of W.P.B, General Preference Order M-71 as amended, The list of fats and oils includes 
seal oil, and whale oil, excluding spern, 





Schedule A attached to the order lists various products, some of them edible and some 
inedible, in the manufacture of which oils and fats are used, The amended order bans the 
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use of the fats and oils in the manufacture of the inedible categories on Schedule A, These 
categories include such items as soap, paints, varnishes, and all other protective coatings, 
linoleum, oilcloth, and printing inks, 


The order does not forbid the use of the fats and oils in manufacture, preparation, or 
finishing "implements of war", nor in certain minor instances, With the same exceptions, 


the order also bans the use of sardine oil, pilchard oil, and herring oil in the manufacture 
of soap, ; 


The Chemicals Division of W.P.B, pointed out that in nearlyall cases substitutes are avail- 
able in the industrial field covered by Schedule A for the oils now limited to edible use, 
A third provision of the amended order makes it clear that blenders are not considered manu- 
facturers, 


TEXTILE AND PAPER BAG USE LIMITED BY AMENDED WPB ORDER M-221 


Control over textile and paper shipping bags for the packing of foods, chemicals, seeds, 
and other specified products was imposed by WPB Conservation Order M-221, as amended: January 13 
by the Director General for Operations, 


Beginning April 1, 1943, manufacturers, processors or packers of foods and fertilizer 
may pack their products only in these specified sizes (based on weight of contents): 2, 5, 
10, 25, 50, and 100 pounds or over, 


The purpose of such standardization is to relieve bag manufacturers and users from 
the necessity of carrying an inventory of many different types andweights of paper, textiles 
and bags, thereby saving manpower and operating facilities, The amendment provides the 
following changes, effective immediately: 


1, Quota restrictions are removed on the sale and delivery of new burlap bags, made 
of burlap of weights less than 7 ounces per 40-inch width per yard, Previously, 
the sale or delivery of such bags to any person was restricted to a maximum of 
50 percent of the number of burlap bags sold to that same person in 1941, The 
amendment will simplify administration of the order and insure burlap for bag re- 
quirements where no substitute is available or practicable, 


2. Customer-manufacturer relations, which were frozen under the Order as originally 
issued, are relaxed, Previously, users could purchase new burlap bags only from 
the manufacturer who supplied them with burlap bags during1941, Under the amendment, 
a user may buy up to 50 percent of his 1941 deliveries from any manufacturer or 
dealer who can sell him new burlap bags, This provides a more effective use of 
any burlap bag cloth that may be available, 


3. Use of new cotton bags is confined to the following fishery products: Feed, Meal, 
Fertilizer, Glues, and Shellfish, Additional products may be packed in cotton 
bags if specific authority is granted by the Director General for Operations, Appli- 
cation for such authority may be made on Form PD-556, No specific restrictions 
were placed on the use of cotton bags in the original order, The amendment is de- 
signed to provide adequate supplies of bags for agricultural products and essential 
industrial commodities, during 1943. 


WPB REPORTS HARD FIBER FISHING CORDAGE SITUATION SERIOUS 


The following information has been received by the Fish and Wildlife Service from the 
Cordage Unit of WPB: 


The purpose of this letter isto acquaint the. Fish and Wildlife Service with the circum- 
stances surrounding the present shortage of Manila and sisal rope and twine, This informa- 
tion is being furnished in line with the request that you made at the meeting that was held 
yesterday, 


As you doubtless know, most of the hard fiber ropes and twines which the fishermen 
have been using in the past for the operation of their boats and fishing gear, was constructed 
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from either Manila or sisal, Manila was produced only in the Philippine Islands and by far 
the largest source of sisal supply was the Dutch East Indies, Both of these sources have 
been temporarily cut off from us due to the war and although new sources of supply have been 
found and developed in the case of sisal fiber, there is no other place than the Philippines 
where Manila can be produced, Our present sources of sisal supply are mainly located in 
Mexico, Central America and British East Africa, It is from Africa that by far the largest 
bulk is imported to this country, As you can well imagine, shipping difficulties connected 
with the importation of this fiber are considerable, Naturally, every means is used to 
protect the convoys bringing raw materials to this country but on the other hand, it is 
foolish to think that there will not be some portion lost through enemy action, 


The total imports of sisal fiber are definitely not sufficient to take care of the 
wartime demands of this country, We must first of all consider the requirements of ourarmed 
services and it can be easily understood that these demands are increasing day by day in 
proportion to the size of our army, our shipbuilding program and new campaigns which have 
been launched in Africa and elsewhere throughout the world, 


The situation is, of course, no different from that which is being experienced by our 
Allies who are in no better position than we are with regards to hard fiber raw material 
stocks, The raw material which they require is available to them only from the same sources 
from which we acquire ours, 


Our Government is very concerned over the shortage of hard fiber ropes and twines and 
for some time now has demanded that various industries make all possible substitutes in 
order to conserve the supply of sisal and Manila fiber, Some industries have already been 
denied the use of sisal and Manila rope for a considerable length of time, It had been 
hoped that there would be sufficient stocks of Manila and sisal rope to permit other essen- 
tial industries to continue their use, Unfortunately, the shortage of this material has 
been steadily growing more and more acute and it is, therefore, necessary that all industries 
be asked to share in this substitution program and make sacrifices in order that our armed 
forces be allowed to continue to receive the highest possible quality of material, Such a 
request is now being made to the fishing industry and it should be pointed out to the fisher- 
men that there is an adequate supply of such substitutes as cotton, jute, and domestic soft 
hemp and to a certain extent, flexible wire rope that is sufficient to take care of their 
requirements, In many cases, the use of these substitute ropes will not cause any hardship 
at all, Ropes that are not required to run through definite sizes of pulleys may be in- 
creased in size in order to make up for their weaker characteristics, In cases where the 
pulley may limit the diameter of the rope, a substitute is practical, particularly if lighter 
loads are lifted, Every effort will be made by American industries to provide the fishermen 
with substitute ropes so treated and so especially constructed to provide the maximum degree 
of service and efficiency, 


In response to this appeal from WPB, the Fish and Wildlife Service has developed the 
following program: 








The Service has assigned several staff members to keep in close contact with problems 
of net and cordage substitute materials, An inventory of net and cordage requirements of 
the fishing industry is almost completed, and data have been supplied on request to WPB 
officials, Several net parts have been made from substitute fibers and are being tested by 
commercial fishermen under actual fishing conditions, Close contacts are being maintained 
with cordage and net manufacturers to learn quickly of new developments, and experimental 
gear will be made and tested as soon as possible thereafter, The Service would greatly 
appreciate close cooperation with the fishing fleet, and believes that much valuable infor- 
mation can be gotten for the good of the industry, if fishermen will Let it know of their 
experience with substitute fiber gear, We have to make the best of a serious situation-- 


let's work together, WPB promises to help us as much as possible, but we have to carry 








RATES APPLICABLE TO FISHING VESSEL HULLS ESTABLISHED BY W,S.A, 


In accordance with the provisions of General Order No, 6, the War Shipping 
published the following rates applicable to fishing vessel hulls in Bulletin H-10 issued on 
January 11, The rates indicated took effect immediately, subject, however, to change without 
notice, 
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Atlantic Waters 








1, New York Harbor - Jacksonville Range (Coastal Waters) 1/24 
2. New York Harbor - Mt, Desert Rock Range (Coastal Waters) 1/2% 
3. Georges Banks, Browns Banks including, but not beyond Seal Island 1% 
4. Coastal Waters Maine - Rockland - Cape Elizabeth Range 3/8% 
Gulf Waters 
1, U. S, Gulf Waters 1/2% 
Pacific Waters 
1. U, S, Pacific Waters - San Diego - Seattle Range - (Coastal Waters) 1/2% 
2. U. S, Pacific - Canal Zone Range - not west 130° East Longitude 1% 


Alaska 
1, Quoted on application only, 


In accordance with Bulletin H-6, rates for trading waters other than those named above, 
will be issued by the War Shipping Administration upon application only, which must be filed 
in accordance with General Bulletin No, 1 (Revised), 


CANADIAN ORDER REQUIRES TAX DEDUCTION FROM PAYMENTS TO FISHERMEN 


Tax deduction at the source frommonies payable to certain Canadian fishermen is covered 
by Order-in-Council P, C, 8751 dated September 25, 1942. It provides as follows: 


1, Whosoever makes settlement in payment of the earnings of all Seine fishermen and 
Halibut crews shall withhold from such payments an amount equal to 20 per centum 
of such earnings, to be applied on the ultimate tax liability of such fishermen, 


2. All first purchasers of fish from all other fishermen shall withhold from payment 
arising from the gross sales of such fish, 10 per centum of the amount paid for 
such fish, to be applied on the ultimate tax liability of such fishermen, 


THE COVER PAGE 


The scene shows fishermen drying and repairing soupfin shark gill-nets at Fishermen's 
Dock, Seattle, 


An important fishery for soupfin shark has been developed on the Pacific Coast during 
the past several years, The principal value of these sharks lies in the high vitamin-content 
of their livers, and soupfin shark-liver oil has become the most important domestic source 
of vitamin A, In recent months, soupfin shark have taken on further importance as a food 
fish, 


The use. of submerged gill-nets in fishing for soupfin shark is a relatively new de- 
velopment, The method has proved especially effective. These nets are generally made up 
of shackles of 30 to 50 fathoms in length, and 1 to 5 shackles may be fastened together 
to make a set, They are weighted sufficiently to carry them to the bottom, The floats 
consist of bottles encased in a canvas sleeve, The nets are 20 to 35 meshes deep, made 
up of 9-to ll-inch mesh of 24-to 27-thread netting, and are generally hung in 30 percent, 
or 13 fathoms of netting to 10 fathoms of line, 
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Sectional Marketina Reviews 





FISHERIES OF VIRGINIA 


Hard Crabs,--The dredging season for hard crabs opened on December 1 in Virginia, and 
by mid-month, the catch indicated a plentiful supply, according to the mid-December report 
of the Service's field representative in that State, Although less than half the dredge 
boats were working, the catch was so heavy that most of the boats were placed on a twenty- 
barrel daily limit, This limit was due to the decrease in the number of pickers available 
for the crab-picking plants, and the inability of the market to absorb all the crabs that 
could be caught and picked, In spite of advanced prices per pound for picking, plants were 
still unable to get the number of pickers needed, 





It was reported that ‘some boats owned and operated by packing companies have caught 
as high as 50 barrels in less than a normal day's work, In December last year, crabs were 
bringing $6,00 per barrel; the price this season has been $3,00 per barrel, another indi- 
cation that crabs are abundant, Wages of the crews on the dredge boats are much higher 
than ever before, In the past, most of the boats were handled by all white crews, but this 
year, it is reported that a greater number are being captained and manned by colored crews, 


Trawl Fishery.--After Christmas, the docks of the fishing companies in the Hampton 
Roads area usually are especially busy because 20 to 30 fishing vessels from Boston and 
Gloucester have arrived to trawl for the next two months, Reports from several of the local 
dealers indicate that the fleet of draggers making the trip south this year will be about 
one-half of the usual number, 





Oysters,--There has been no dearth of oysters, Packers have been able to get enough 
labor either to dredge or tong a good supply. There has been, however, a definite shortage 
of shuckers which undoubtedly is going to reduce the output of the packing plants, All 
plants could probably market a larger volume than they are producing, 


Hard Clams,-~-Very few clams have been taken, All available have been readily marketed, 


Shad,--In 1942, the catch of shad in the upper James River was noticeably greater than 
in 1941. War conditions, which have so greatly affected the labor supply in other producing 
areas, did not appreciably decrease the number of men engaged in this section, Fishing 
operations generally were more intensive in 1942 because fish prices were higher, 


THE FISHERIES OF VIRGINIA IN THE COUNTIES NORTH OF THE YORK RIVER 


The.fisheries of this section of Virginia produced somewhat less seafood in 1942 than 
in the previous year, according to the Service's representative in that area, Prices, how- 
ever, increased sufficiently so that the total amount received by fishermen was probably 
equal or greater than in 1941. Although the number of commercial fishing licenses issued 
by the State decreased in 1942, it is probable that this decrease in operating units was 
offset to a considerable degree by increased intensity in the operation of the remaining 
gear, 


The menhaden industry experienced one of its poorest years in 1942; fishing was ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory in June, July, and early August as far as abuhdance and availability 
of fish was concerned, Although catches improved during late August and September, operators 
of reduction plants estimated that total production in 1942 decreased 60 percent below the 
catch in the previous year, 





Hard crab production in this area probably decreased by at least 50 percent compared 
with T941. ~~ Al though crabs were plentiful, it was exceedingly difficult for dredgers to 
obtain crews for their vessels, and crab houses experienced the same difficulty as far as 
pickers were concerned, The price received by crabbers for their catches was somewhat less 
than in the previous year, 


Oysters in this area were plentiful during the fall season, with quality as good or 
perhaps a little better than in 1941. Prices paid to oystermen were especially good, Labor 
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for shucking houses, however, was hard to obtain, although wages advanced sharply, Asa 
result of this, demands for marketable oysters for shucking purposes decreased, and pro- 
duction declined, 


Net fisheries in general, in both the Potomac and the Rappahannock Rivers, showed smaller 
catches of most species because of a decline in the quantity of gear used; the exceptions were 
in the production of rock, striped bass, and croakers, which were more than normally abun- 
dant in these waters, Prices paid to fishermen for most species showed increases of from 
50 to 100 percent, 


Potomac River alewives were normally abundant, but production fell off because of the 
less intensive fishing operations conducted; market prices were more than twice those of 
1941, 





Potamac River shad were more abundant than in 1941, however, prices received by fisher- 
men for their catch was less than in 1941, 


FISHERIES OF THE GREAT LAKES 


In early December, a storm struck the southern shore of Lake Erie, according to the 
Service's representative in that area, The pound-net fishermen in Pennsylvania were heavy 
sufferers, since practically all of the poles were still out in the lake, Fishermen did 
not believe it was possible to salvage them before heavy ice set in, A tide of some 5 feet 
above normal was caused by the storm at Erie, Pa,, and a good deal of damage was done to 
shore installations, Some damage was also experienced by the gill-netters, Most of the 
gill nets and pound nets were located after the storm, but about 25 percent were badly ripped 
and torn, Most of the damage was in the eastern end of Lake Erie where the Northwest winds 
have a full sweep, Normally, the fishermen plan to finish up their operations about December 
15, but this storm occurred so early, they were not able to fish during the month, 


Filleting of sheepshead has been revived by one firm at Sandusky, Ohio, The fillets 
have gone mainly to the armed forces, In addition, a large quantity has been frozen in 
the round, 


Inquiry among the fishermen from New York to Michigan, indicates that smelt are begin- 
ning to appear in some quantities in the spring in the small rivers and creeks on the south 
shore, The fishermen are keeping 4 sharp outlook for these little fish and plan to be ready 
with dip nets when the "runs" appear, 


FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON AND OREGON 


Fishing activities in the Pacific Northwest were dormant during the latter half of 
December, according to the Service's Seattle Fishery Market News office, Closed seasons 
in the halibut and salmon fisheries, and stormy weather conditions off the Coast kept most 
of the fleets in port, About half of the Seattle halibut fleet wes engaged in the soupfin 
shark fishery off Washington and Oregon during December, Aside from a few substantial de- 
liveries of soupfin shark livers, most of the vessels experienced very poor returns, In 
mid-December, 30 trips averaged 665 pounds each, a number of vessels taking less than 100 
pounds each, However, Seattle landings of soupfin shark livers totaled 55,700 pounds during 
December 1942, as compared with 22,000 pounds during December 1941, 


Nearly all vessels delivering soupfin shark livers to Seattle also retained the car- 
casses, They brought Le cents per pound when dressed with heads off, During the month, 
130,000 pounds of soupfin shark carcasses were delivered to Seattle dealers, Most of these 
soupfin sharks were filleted, packed in 10-pound cartons, and frozen, 


On Monday, January 11, dressed soupfin shark were listed on the board of the Seattle 
Halibut Exchange for the first time since the recent development of this fishery, Two vessels 
listed a total of 6,000 pounds for which they received 6 and 6-5/8 cents per pound, During 
the remainder of the week, a total of 66,200 pounds of dressed soupfin shark was sold over 
the Seattle Fish Exchange at prices ranging between 6h and 7 cents per pound, and 46,800 
pounds were sold direct to Seattle fish dealers, 
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A considerable increase in the receipts of soupfin shark livers at Seattle occurred 
during the week ending January 16, fishing craft delivering 34,657 pounds as a result of 
38 trips, The price advanced from $3.50 to $3.90 per pound, 


Another new trend in utilizing fish formerly wasted as a source of food was noted in 
the marketing of artificially spawned out chum or fall salmon for human consumption, The 
State of Washington Hatchery Department has sold approximately 25,000 pounds of these fish 
to Seattle dealers, at a price ranging between 7 and 8 cents per pound, The fish are taken 
from a hatchery at Hoods Canal, and trucked to Seattle in the same condition as when spawned 
out, that is, the female salmon are eviscerated and the male salmon stripped, One fish 
company has handled most of these salmon, It has prepared them as frozen skinless fillets, 
in 10-pound cartons, which compare favorably with fillet of "Sole" or "Lingcod", Another Seattile 
firm has used about 8,000 pounds of these fish for Indian-style smoking--a hard smoke, It 
is expected that considerable quantities of artificially spawned out salmon will be uti- 
lized for human consumption in the future, The procedure is feasible mainly for chum salmon, 
since they normally spawn near salt-water, Other species of salmon seek spawning grounds 
near the headwaters of streams, and are in too poor a condition to be utilized for food 
when near the spawning stage, 


During the fall season, there has been no production of canned oysters in Washington or 
Oregon, as a result of abnormally high prices paid for fresh oysters in the shell, Oysters 
which sold at approximetely 40 cents pex bushel a year ago now bring from $1.25 to $1.35 
per bushel on the fresh market, At this level, it is impossible to can oysters at a profit 
since the ceiling price on canned oysters is less than the cost of fresh oysters required 
to pack a case, Since it takes approximately 8 bushels to pack one case, the oysters alone 
would cost about $10, as compared with e price ceiling of $9 a case, 


The same condition appears to be true in the case of canned crab meat, With a ceiling 
price of $16 per case for crab meat, packers report that a maximum price of about $1.75 
per dozen can be paid for fresh crabs, The fishermen have been receiving $2.25 per dozen 
for crabs in the fresh market as the demand has been much greater than the production, There 
probably will be no production of canned crab meat in Washington and Oregon during the spring 
season unless prices are revised, 


Fresh Fish Trade 





ELEVEN-MONTH THREE PORTS LANDINGS 84,700,000 POUNDS BELOW SAME PERIOD OF '41 


Fishing vessels delivering their catch to the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Massa- 
chusetts, and Portland, Maine, during November landed 23,896,363 pounds of fishery products, 
valued at $1,535,140, according to Current Fishery Statistics No, 47, released by the U, S, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, This was a decrease of 25 percent in the volume landed and 17 
percent in the value received by the fishermen campared with October, Compared with November 
1941 when 37,044,313 pounds were landed, it was a decrease of 36 percent in landings, but 
an increase of 11 percent in value, Considering the November landings by ports, 11,663,669 
pounds, valued at $941,336,were landed at Boston; 11,251,805 pounds, valued at $557,536, at 
Gloucester; and 980,889 pounds, valued at $36,268, at Portland, Gloucester landings dropped 
more than 6 million pounds under the previous month, 


During the month, 201 vessels of §net tons or over made 956 trips, to the fishing grounds 
and were absent from port 3,048 days, -Of the total vessels, 103 landed 254 trips at Boston, 
108 landed 648 trips at Gloucester, and 12 landed 54 trips at Portland, Unfavorable weather 
hampered operations for periods throughout the month, There were good landings of mackerel 
during the first part of the month, but then, light nights and poor weather kept the seiners 
inactive, 


The over-all weighted average price per pound received by fishermen for their catch 
during November was 6,42 cents as compared with 5,78 cents during October and 3,75 cents 
during November 1941, while that for the 11 months of 1942 was 5,07 cents as compared with 
3.18 cents for the similar period of last year, 
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Total landings at the three ports for the first1l months of 1942 amounted to 360,578,935 
pounds, valued at $18,278,070. This was a decline of 84,7 million pounds compared with the 
landings during the same period of 1941. The main items contributing to this decline were 
cod, which was down 40 percent or approximately 29 million pounds; haddock, down 24 percent 
or about 33 million pounds; and rosefish, which was down 15 percent or nearly 20 million 
pounds, In all, these three items accounted for 96 percent of the total decline, Mackerel 
landings showed an increase of 16 percent or about 4, million pounds; and whiting, 25 percent 
or 8 million pounds, The only other species showing increases were yellowtail and black- 
back flounders with gains of 17 and 7 percent, respectively, The remaining items, which 
are of comparatively minor importance, showed a large percentage decline, Those showing the 
greater declines were cusk, down 4] percent; swordfish, 76 percent; tuna, 95 percent; and 
scallops, 70 percent, Landings at Boston during the first 11 months were down 33 percent; 
those at Portland, 20 percent, while Gloucester landings were up 9 percent, 






by Fishing Vessels at Be 


November 1942 October 1942 Wovember 1941 be: 
Pounds Cents*® Cents* Pounds Cents* Pore Cente Pounds Cents* 




















Cod 1,161,212 8.90 1,950.6 47 “7.7L 7,400,612 4.33 42,355,092 5-94 71,146,695 3.47 
Haddock 4,731, a 7:095,620 38.29 e +350 $2 166 hes77 ee - att, 4.03 
Hake 478, sb sB.i% 6.5 6 ~~ 4.34 3,505, 5.92 4,824,270 3.8 
Pollock ‘ T0423» 5.69 3, 4. 10,036, 2.57 20,27, 5.16 it 2.73 
Cusk 287.973 . 559,076 3. 2,413,263 5.75 3.30 
Halibut ig i. "8 7,628 28.67 ,038 23.52 472,273 19.2 p92 15.92 
se ol 2,974,335 BL 6, 634, 910 5.84 2,495 6. 3 28,445, 7% 5.47 24. 2. 
8 
Gray sole 174.535 7.68 146,82 67 267,38 5.09 2,633,606 6.2 ,096, 
Lemon sole 1505 ib o9 ao ts 14.31 2 11.21 1,390,000 10.02 $2036 “5 
Yellowtail » fe 5-10 460, 2. 5,434,751 3.92 eC ARCS 2. 
Blackback 99. 6.90 ew ae 148,625 4.82 1,251,153 5.92 1,164,193 4.02 
Dab meas 5-39 = 4.64 211,900 3.61 2,609,670 4.15 3,340, 2.82 
guna ”.* 1. 36.28 oe 6 
Rovet ich 5,459. 545 3.61 7,291, a 33 8, 803,580 2.08 113, 2.99 3 132.94h.09 “302 
r 00 
Whiting 761, Ee 6.2 D 2145.53 »535 ner 449, 19.372 3. 3.4 np 43 22,33 3 2.09 
Seadlone ( ts) Es P| 1 190 35.48 Py 3 8,0 v3 ven tn ao 
Ss \mea . 
Other, fresh —. 3 i ——. ‘a. 
Total me 6.42 32,057,850 5.78 37,044,313 3.75 rag es 5.07 445,300,108 3.18 
By ports: 
Boston 11,663,669 13,196, ele Te 23,066,795 4.58 187, 192-609 6.32 280,024,448 3.77 
Gloucester ll, — 17,558 19/338: 4a2 2.39 153,616 3 3.78 548,186 2.1 
Portland mts 4. 3.70 1,303 Tee na 2.19 19,770,046 3.25 “aT ATA 210 





Weighted average of prices per pound 3. to a 


NEW YORK SALT-WATER MARKET FISHERY RECEIPTS IN DECEMBER 15 PERCENT BELOW 1941 


Receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products on the salt-water market in New York 
City amounted to 16,570,000 pounds during December, according to the Service's local Fishery 
Market News office, This was a decline of 15 percent below receipts of one month and one 
year earlier, greatest decreases occurring in cod and blackback flounders, Preliminary 
data indicate that the total receipts of fresh and frozenfishery products during 1942 amounted 
to about 232,432,000 pounds, or approximtely 2 percent under 1941, 


According to a mid-January report, a movement has been started by the United Retail 
Dealers Association to obtain fresh-water fish in the dressed state, Although dressed fish 
are uncommon in Peck Slip, the suggested change would effect a considerable saving in trans- 
portation charges, packages, cold-storage space, and in the case of importations of fish 
from Canadian lakes there would also be a saving in duty, 


On December 23, 1942, an order was issued by the War Department to the effect that it 
would not be possible to allow anyfish nets to be placedin the Hudson River south of Yonkers, 
except in the shallow water shoreward of the 18-foot contour on the New Jexsey side of the 
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river, Approximately 77 percent of the New Jersey shad nets were formerly fished in this 
area, It is estimated by Service biologists that the total shad production of these nets 
was about 1,400,000 pounds in 1942 J 

















Item “ Y. 

Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Fish 10,810,000 -2 -17 13,583,000 3. 2000 
Shellfish, etc. 5,761,000 - -12 6,010,000 538,000 

Total receipts 16,570,000 -15 - 15 19,593,000 19,604,000 

Important Items: 

eee 855,000 -45 - 38 1,548,000 1,384,000 
Flounders: 
Blackback pee -64 - 48 1,342,000 916,000 
Yellowtail 2,650,000 +7 -17 2,484,000 3,175,000 
Haddock 454,000 -4 - 44 473,000 815, 
Mackerel 143-000 -44 415 1,324,000 000 
Whiting 000 0 + 47 . 000 
Clams, hard 1,673,000 -4 -4 1,733,000 1,940,000 
Lobsters 429,000 + 2 - 7 R ,000 
Shrimp 1,286, -4 - 2 1,334,000 1,318,000 

Arrivals by: 

Fishing vessels 971,000 -B - | 1,298,000 2,686,000 
Truck, freight and express 15,600,000 -15 - 18,295,000 16,918,000 





“Excluding imports entered at New York City. 


GULF PRODUCTION OF FRESH FISHERY PRODUCTS IN NOVEMBER UNDER 1941 


With the exception of hard crabs and crab meat, the production of all fresh fishery 
products in Gulf States in November was below the same month a year earlier, according to 
the Service's New Orleans Fishery Market News office, Production of shrimp, the most im- 
portant item in this area, was40 percent below the previous month, 26 percent below November 
1941, and for the first 11 months of this year was 3 percent under the same period last 
year, Shrimp production this season--July through November--was about 11,000 barrels be- 
hind that for the same 5 month period a year ago, most of the decline occurring in shrimp 
used for canning, 


Dealers in the Gulf area have been concerned over the lack of suitable containers for 
shucked oysters, Very few fiber cans have been available, but temporary relief appeared 
with issuance of a WPB order permitting the use of chemically-treated blackplate cans until 
April 30, Interest is developing in some of the neglected local species of fish, Experi- 
ments have been carried on with menhaden, both for food and as raw material for meal and 
oil, 


Production of Fishery Products in the Gulf States* 











November 1942 ll mos, Campared with 
Item Unit November compared with Jan,-Nov, 11 months 12 months 
1942 Oct ,194,1--Nov,194,2 1942 1941 1941 
Percent Percent Percent 
Shrimp: 
For canning Bbls, 29,914 -29 -20 171,173 + 6 178 ,880 
Other do 16,724 -53 -36 157,224 -ll 194,480 
Total do 46,638 -4C -26 328 ,397 - 3 373,360 
Oysters: 
For canning do 1,388 - - 562,791 - 6 612,933 
Other do 26,859 +16 -16 207,934 +20 216,794 
Total do 28 ,24,7 +22 -11 770,725 0 829,727 
Hard crabs Lbs, 1,015,000 -32 +47 13,973,000 +5 13,853 ,000 
Crab meat, fresh- do 104, ,000 -37 +28 1,430,000 +7 1,399,000 
cooked 
Salt-water fish do 64,2 ,000 -4 QO 5,450,000 +18 5,087,000 





* Includes production in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Teuns. 
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CHICAGO RECEIPTS OF FRESH AND FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS 4 PERCENT ABOVE 1941 


Receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products in the Chicago wholesale market during 
1942 were 68,167,000 pounds, an increase of 4 percent above those for 1941, according to 
information furnished by the Service's Chicago Fishery Market News office, Fresh-water 
fish led with an increase of 2,514,000 pounds to a total of 33,399,000 pounds, Salt-water 
fish also increased but only in the amount of 349,000 pounds to 21,564,000 pounds, while 
shellfish receipts declined 264,000 pounds to 10,606,000 pounds, 


The small salt-water increase and small shellfish decline were more or less expected 
due to production restrictions at the coast sources of supply, The sizable increase in 
fresh-water items indicates a greater demand for and consumption of these fish, together 
with an effort to replace salt-water fishery products with lake and river varieties, 


According to the mid-January report of the Market News office there are indications 
that the production of carp in the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers and in Minnesota waters 
has been stimulated as arrivals of this species during the first 15 days of January 1943 
have exceeded those of all January in 1942, There has been an earnest effort on the part 
of a number of dealers in Chicago to move increased quantities of the lesser-known and used 
species such as carp and other varieties of rough fish, 


Wholesale market prices of many fresh-water fish have reached the highest point in 
years, and despite periodic supply increases, have manifested little if.any tendencies to 
weaken as normally would be expected, 


Receipts of Fresh and sen Fishery Products at Chi 
= 1542 5 mos. 1942 com 

















Iten December with 12 months pared with 12 months 
1942 Ve 1942 12 mos. 1941 1941 
Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent Pounds 
Fresh-water fish 3,058,000 - 6 +13 35,913,000 + 8 33,399,000 
Salt-water fish 1, 841,000 -a - 7 21,913,000 + 2 ye 
Shellfish, etc. 1,023,000 - 13 -2Z7 10,342,000 - 2 10, 606,000 
Total receipts 5,922,000 @ 13 @ 3 68,167,000 + 4 65,569,000 
I tant Items 
——— a ae eo +37 1,888,000 
Lake herring +000 - 30 + 43 3368, 000 +12 3,180,000 
Lake trout 409,000 - 30 - 6,417,000 + 5 6,110,000 
Fife pe ae ae rs te ae 
6 r , - ’ ) bead , * 
Halibut Gico -6€ +6 ken : 5426000 
Rosefish fillets 137-000 - 3 - 50 3,715,000 -1 4,511,000 
Whi ting* 126,000 -3 174 1,120,000 + 24 906,000 
Shrimp 689,000 - 6 - 2 7119,000 +1 7,026,000 
Leading Sources: 
Louisiana — 526,000 + -a 405 e +7 4,406,000 
Massachusetts copes -3 - B ,013,000 -li gb -000 
Wisconsin 000 - 12 +19 <a + 7 oo 
Mani toba 819,000 +348 i) 6, 894,000 - 5 7, 203,000 
Domestic total 4,144,000 - 17 - 10 47,694,000 = 45,872,000 
Imported total 1,777,000 0 + 18 20,473,000 + 4 19,697,000 
Transported by: 
Truck 1,927,000 - 2] - 2D 19,4800 - 2 25, 543,000 
Express 1,206,000 - 13 + 55 19,448,000 + B 15, 062,000 
Freight 2, 706,000 + 2 - 5 2,782,000 - 2 24,163,000 
“Wiainly fillets. 


NOVEMBER RECEIPTS AT SEATTLE 4. PERCENT BELOW 1941 


Total receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products in the Seattle wholesale market 
during November were 4 percent below November 1941, and for the first 11 months of the year 
were 7 percent below those received during the same period last year, according to the 
Service's Seattle Fishery Market News office, The halibut season ending in October was 
largely responsible for the 29 percent decline in total receipts in November, Chum salmon, 
leading in poundage in November, increased 13 percent as compared with October, 20 percent 
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as compared with November 1941, and for the 1942 season was 31 percent higher than during 
the same period in 1941, Soupfin shark, dressed with heads off, appeared in the market for 
the first time since March, The quantity was slightly over 7, 000° pounds, The price averaged 
about 4% cents per pound, 


Receipts of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products at Seattle* 























November 19/2 11 mos, Compared with 
Item November compared with Jan,-Nov, 1l months 12 months 
1942 Oct 194,2--Nov,19i1 1942 1941 1941 
Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 5,893,000 -29 - § 64,292,000 - 7 72,363,000 
Important Items: 
Flounders 244,000 <7 - 22 17,562,000 +11 6,937 ,000 
"Lingcod" 166,000 +52 - 27 5 ,587 ,000 +74 3,349,000 
Sablefish 340,000 63 - 4h 4,110,000 +13 3,836,000 
Salmon: 
Chinook or King 99,000 -41 +106 8,849 ,000 -9 9,763 ,000 
Chum or Keta 3,197,000 +13 + 20 6,042,000 +31 4,628 ,000 
Silver or Coho 753,000 <=43 + 70 5,019,000 -26 7,313,000 
Crabs, hard 82,000 -20 - 60 1,260,000 -35 2,112,000 





* Halibut fleet and receipts from local and all other sources. 


Frozen Fish Trade 





STOCKS OF FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS 7,800,000 POUNDS UNDER NOVEMBER 15 


Fishery products held in damestic cold-storage plants on December 15 totaled 105,699,000 
pounds, a decrease of 7 percent as compared with stocks on November 15, and 10 percent below 
the all time high of December 15, 1941, according to data furnished by the Agricultural 
Marketing Administration of the Department of Agriculture, Of the total, salt-water species 
accounted for 80 percent or 84,543,000 pounds; fresh-water species, 13 percent or 13,685,000 
pounds; and sheilfish, 7 percent or 7,470,000 pounds, Stocks of salt-water fish were 7 
percent below those of the same date a year ago due largely to declines of 3,800,000 pounds 
in holdings of haddock fillets, 2,500,000 pounds in rosefish fillets, and 2,100,000 pounds 
in halibut, Fresh-water fish, however, were 5 percent above a year ago and 4), percent above 
the November 15 holdings due for the most part to the freezing of more than 3,500,000 pounds 
of lake herring during the month ended December 15, Shelifish stocks were down 45 percent 
compared with the similar date a year ago, All shellfish items exhibited declines with 
shrimp acccunting for the major portion with a drop of more than 4,200,000 pounds, 


The five leading species in storage on December 15 accounted for 42 percent of total 
holdings, These were whiting, 14,135,000 pounds; mackerel, 10,347,000 pounds; halibut, 
9,019,000 pounds; shrimp, 5,446,000 pounds; and haddock fillets, 5,207,000 pounds, Con- 
sidering the holdings by sections, New England freezers held 25 percent; Middle Atlantic, 
22 percent; and Pacific, 20 percent, The balance, or 33 percent, was held in the remaining 
sections, 


Holdings of halibut and salmon, and fillets of cod, haddock, pollock and rosefish showed 
marked downward trends as stocks of all these items were less than either those of December 
15 a year ago or the 5-year average for this date, However, stocks of mackerel, sablefish, 
mullet, whiting, lake herring, and whitefish appear to be above normal in that holdings on 
December 15 exceed those of a year ago and the 5-year average, 


Stocks of frozen fishery products, which in recent years have reached their peak during 
December, were at their highest level for the year in October, This may be attributed to 
increased use of fishery products because of the meat shortage and greater purchasing power; 
to smaller catches of fish by primary producers; and to reduced interest in the freezing 
of fishery products because of price ceilings on frozen fish, 


Holdings of mild-cured salmon were 12 percent below those of December 15 a year ago 
and cured herring stocks were down 42 percent, 
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Holdings of Fishery Products in the United States 








eee 15 compared with 
December 15, Nov,15, Dec.15, 5<yr.av, November 15, December 15, 5-yr, av. 

















Item 
1942 1942 1941 Dec, 15 1942 1941 Dec, 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and 
shellfish: 

Total holdings 105,699,000 - 7 -10 +10 114,198,000 117,805,000 96,184,000 

Important Items: 
Fillets: 

Cod 2,684,000 = 16 -17 -2 3,197,000 3,233,000 2,725,000 

Haddock 5,207,000 - 31 ~42 -25 7591 ,000 9,007,000 6,936,000 

Pollock 3,585,000 + 93 -30 -2h 1,860,000 5,148,000 4,687,000 

Rosefish 2,157 ,000 38 54 “21 3,486,000 4,707 »000 2,745,000 
Halibut 9,019,000 = 20 -19 -4 11 , 324,000 11,155,000 9,429,000 
Mackerel 10,347,000 = 16 +37 +72 12,335,000 7,526,000 6,014,000 
Mullet 2,455,000 + 69 +11 * 1,455,000 2,207,000 . 
Sablefish 3,392,000 - 8 +76 +31 3,706,000 1,929,000 2,596,000 
Salmon 9 ,503 ,000 21 -18 -14 11,998 ,000 11,533,000 11,001,000 
Whiting 14,135,000 - 2 +35 +58 14,386,000 10,496,000 8,956,000 
Lake herring 3,733,000 +537 +7 +25 586 ,000 3,495,000 2,979,000 
Whitefish 2,095,000 +12 +26 +21 1,872,000 1,656,000 1,725,000 
Shrimp 5,466,000 - 2 “LL ? 5 ,573 ,000 9,722 ,000 4 

Cured fish: 
Herring, cured 6,072,000 = 43 -42 -57 10,608 ,000 10,437,000 13,960,000 
Salmon, mild-cured 6,079,000 - 6 -12 - 5 6,44,7 ,000 6,935,000 6,426,000 





*Data not available, 


FREEZINGS OF LAKE HERRING HEAVY DURING THE MONTH ENDED DECEMBER 15 


Fishery products frozen by domestic freezers during the month ended December 15 amounted 


to 18,996,000 pounds, according to data furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Administration 
of the Department of Agriculture, This was 16 percent less than the quantity frozen during 
the previous month and 12 percent less than the amount frozen during the same period a year 
ago, The principal species frozen during the month were lake herring, 3,693,000 pounds; 
pollock fillets, 2,590,000 pounds; whiting, 2,431,000 pounds; and shrimp, 985,000 pounds, 
A decline of more than 2,300,000 pounds was shown in freezings of shrimp compared with the 
same period a. year ago, 


Although the total catch of fishery products in the United States is estimated to have 
declined between 20 to 25 percent. in 1942, the production of frozen fish and shellfish was 
the largest in history, During the 12-month period ending December 15, 1942, a total of 
24,7 ,034,830 pounds of fishery products was frozen in domestic cold-storage plants, an in- 
crease of 4/,7,000 pounds over the quantity frozen during the similar period of 1941, and 
50,880,000 pounds more than was frozen in 1940. 


Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 
(Figures are for the month ending on the date indicated) 


Dec, 15 compared with 

















Item December 15, Nov.15, Dec.15, 5-yr.av, November 15, December 15, 5-yr. av. 
1942 1942 1941 _Dec, 15 1942 1941 Dec, 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish: 18,996,000 - 16 <-=-12 ee 22,701,000 21,584,000 18,262,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets: 
Haddock 386,000 - 55 = 51 - Lk 859,000 787 ,000 691 ,000 
Pollock 2,590,000 + 51 = 33 - 28 1,716,000 3,892,000 3,619,000 
Rosefish 893,000 - 52 = 50 - 36 1,862,000 1,775,000 1,392,000 
Herring, sea 541,000 + Jl +12 + 8 316,000 481 ,000 502 ,000 
Mackerel 445,000 - 82 + 36 - 13 2,413,000 327,000 511,000 
Mullet 994,000 #115 + 40 * 4,63 ,000 710,000 * 
Sablefish 402,000 - 59 -14 - 3 976,000 4,68 ,000 415,000 
Salmon 805,000 - 73 +184 + 69 2,935,000 283 ,000 4,75 ,000 
Whiting 2,431,000 + 37 +166 +140 1,771 ,000 914,000 1,014,000 
Lake herring 3,693,000 +1564 + 40 +113 222 ,000 2,634,000 1,730,000 
Shrimp 985,000 - 57 = 70 . 2,297,000 3,331,000 vi 





Data not available, 
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FROZEN MACKEREL FILLETS IMPORTANT IN NEW "NGLAND “a 


The production and holdings of frozen mackerel fillets are becoming increasingly im- 
portant in the New England area, according to information furnished by the Service's Boston 
Fishery Market News office, Formerly included under the item "Other fillets" in the record 
of Boston frozen holdings it became necessary to form a separate classification for mackerel 
fillets with the start of the new year in order to more clearly indicate their volume, On 

December 29, 1942, there were 675,000 pounds of frozen mackerel fillets held in Boston cold- 
’ storage warehouses, This is estimated to be 3 to 5 times more than was held a year earlier, 
although definite data are not available for that date, 


The recent development of this new type of product can be credited to conditions brought 
on by the war as there was very little demand prior to 1942, In fact, a large part of the 
production has been used by the armed services, It is understood that since August, about 
2 million pounds of mackerel fillets have been purchased by our armed forces and another 
2 million pounds have been filleted for the general trade, Practically all of the mackerel 
have been filleted in the regular manner as single fillets, with perhaps 200,000 pounds cut 
as butterfly fillets, Single mackerel fillets average about 4 to 5 ounces in weight. The 
yield varies from 45 to 50 percent, About SO percent are believed sold frozen, and the 
balance fresh for local consumption, 


DECEMBER DECREASE IN BOSTON COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS GREATER THAN NORMAL 


On December 30, there were 12,794,000 pounds of frozen fish and shellfish held in Boston 
cold-storage warehouses, about 4 million pounds or 2), percent below holdings on November 25, 
and 3 million pounds or 19 percent below those of a year ago, according to the Service's 
Boston Fishery Market News office, These decreases, greater than normal, are due to war 
conditions which have caused a decline in landings of fishery products and a considerable 
increase in the price of fresh fish, Unregulated prices undoubtedly permit more profitable 
sales as fresh fish than in the market where both the product and the prices are frozen, 


On December 26, 15 cold-storage warehouses in Maine and Massachusetts held 6,318,000 
pounds of frozen whiting, a decline of 21 percent below holdings on November 28, but an 
increase of 29 percent over those of one year earlier, On January 7, 1943, ceiling prices 
of frozen whiting for 5 firms in Boston were reported as follows: pan-frozen (unboxed) 8 
cents; regular H & G (unscaled) 9 - 10 cents; regular H & G (scaled) 10 - 10% cents, 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 




















December 30 compared with 
Item Dec, 30, 1942 Nov.25, 1 Deo 31 1 Nov, 25, 1942 Dec, 31, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 12,794,000 2h -19 16,727,000 15,776,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 380 ,000 ~Li -67 680,000 1,161 ,000 
Flounder 187 ,000 -10 ~65 207 ,000 534,000 
Haddock 853,000 -59 -70 2,092,000 2,823,000 
Pollock 1,736,000 +80 =-35 962 ,000 2,689,000 
Rosefish 280 ,000 =52 55 586,000 626,000 
Mackerel 3,691 ,000 -17 +23 §,469,000 2,998 ,000 
Scallops 158,000 -34 -é1 240,000 403,000 
Shrimp 219,000 -12 -60 250,000 54,1 ,000 





NEW YORK HOLDINGS OF FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS ON DECEMBER 31 BELOW LAST YEAR 


Total holdings of frozen fishery products in New York City cold-storage warehouses on 
the last day of 1942 amounted to 9,712,000 pounds, 13 percent below the stocks on the last 
Thursday in November, and 1/, percent under those of one year earlier, according to the Ser- 
vice's New York Fishery Market News office, These decreases are somewhat larger than in 
previous years and were probably the result of a trend toward greater utilization of fish 
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in the fresh form, Diminished stocks of halibut and salmon reflect more rapid movement 
of the frozen products and the effect of less favorable price ceilings, Whiting stocks con 
tinued to be held in much greater volume than a year earlier, The 90 percent drop in hold- 
ings of spiny lobster tails since a year ago is a result of the almost total stoppage of 
imports of this species, 


New York Cold-storage Holdings 























Iten Dec, 31, 102 Tee e eee ee ee eer Nov. 25, 1942 Dec. 31, 1941 
Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 9,712,000 -13 - 14 11,168 ,000 11,278,000 
Important Items: 
Butterfish 4,65 ,000 -20 - 37 580,000 73h, ,000 
Halibut 124, ,000 +22 - 78 102,000 576,000 
Mackerel 1,267,000 -1 + 49 1,283 ,000 850,000 
Sablefish 577,000 +29 + 54 44,7 ,000 375,000 
Salmon: 
King (chinook) 111 ,000 -27 - 83 153,000 64,2 ,000 
Silver 40,000 “1,2 - gl 69,000 215,000 
Whiting 710,000 “> +344 687 ,000 160,000 
Whitefish 984, ,000 -21 + 46 1,246 ,000 673 ,000 
Lobster tails, spiny 81,000 -9 - 90 89,000 776,000 
Shrimp 1,054, ,000 -7 - 14 1,131,000 1,232,000 





CHICAGO FROZEN STOCKS 20 PERCENT BELOW LAST YEAR ON DECEMBER 31 


Largely due to the seasonal increase in holdings of frozen lake herring during December, 
total stocks of all species on December 31 were 15 percent higher than holdings on November 
25, but were 20 percent below December 31, 1941, according to the Service's Chicago Fishery 
Market News office, Stocks of most of the important items were considerably below those 
@ year earlier, notable exceptions being blue pike and sauger, which increased 110 percent, 
and whiting, which increased 90 percent, 


Wholesaler's published price lists of frozen products reveal that, in practically all 
cases, of the varieties listed only about 50 percent were available, with indications that 
later replacements would be at a minimum, During recent months, it has been noted that the 
local markets have promoted the sale of fresh fish to a very large degree, especially to 
out-of-town trade, Formerly, the volume of frozen fish far exceeded that of fresh fish 
for the latter business, The current trend is reversing this condition, 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 




















December 31 compared with 
Item Dec,31, 1942 Nov.25, 19,2 Dec.31, 19h1 Nov.25, 1942 Dec.31, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 6,252,000 +15 - 20 5 5434 ,000 7,801 ,000 
Important Items: 
Blue pike and sauger 4,97 ,000 +16 +110 429,000 237 ,000 
Chubs 282 ,000 + 8 - 17 260,000 340,000 
Lake herring 54,1 ,000 +261 - 27 150,000 74,2 ,000 
Lake trout 377 ,000 (@) - 43 377 ,000 658 ,000 
Fillets: 
Cod 143 ,000 - 3 - 40 148 ,000 24,0 ,000 
Rosefish 176,000 - 2 - 54 180,000 381 ,000 
Halibut 488 ,000 + 2h - 42 394,000 84,3 ,000 
Whiting 470,000 +18 + 90 397 ,000 24,7 ,000 
Shrimp 715 ,000 + 21 - 49 589 ,000 1,403,000 
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CANADIAN HALIBUT HOLDINGS 18 PERCENT ABOVE YEAR AGO ON JANUARY 1 


Holdings of frozen fresh fish in Canadian cold-storage plants on Januaryl, 1943, totaled 
26,356,000 pounds of frozen fresh fish and 1,243,000 pounds of frozen - smoked fish, according 
to preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This represented a decrease 
of 3 percent in stocks of frozen fresh fish and 45 percent in frozen amoked fish as compared 
with the quantities in storage on January 1, 1942, Important items which showed reduced 
holdings were cod fillets, salmon, seaherring, and tullibee in frozen fresh fish, and finnan 
haddie, fillets of cod, haddock, etc,, and sea herring kippers in frozen smoked fish, Geins, 
however, were shown by fresh whole cod, whole haddock, halibut, and mackerel, Halibut hold- 
ings were 18 percent or 800,000 pounds greater than a year ago and mackerel, 50 percent or 
470,000 pounds, 








IT ten 





Frozen fresh fish 
Total holdings 


Important Items: 
3 





Cod. 
Thole 1,612,000 -7 "8 1,741,000 600,000 
Fillets 1,869,000 -19 - 2,306, 2, 230,000 
Haddock, whole 430,000 e + 32,000 245,000 
Salmon 6,308,000 -2 - be . 7.353 
Sea herring 4, ,000 -2 = 10 077,000 5. ) 
Halibut = -1 + 18 6,333,000 4+442,000 
Mackerel 1, ,000 @ + 50 1, e 950, 
Tallibee 527,000 -% - B 5,000 736,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total holdings ==— 1,243,000 -18 - 45 1,520,000 2, 259,000 
I tant Items: 
Pinnan ¢ 82,000 -27 - 8 112,000 
Fillets; cod, haddock, etc. pL gene -34 - 749,000 1,175,000 
Sea herring kippers 576,000 +2 - 34 17,000 a 





*A decrease of less than one-half percent. 


DECEMBER CANADIAN FREEZINGS OF COD AND HADDOCK FILLETS LESS THAN YEAR AGO 


Canadian cold-storage plants froze 2,057,000 pounds of fresh fish and 627,000 pounds 
of smoked fish during December, according to preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, Compared with December 1941, this was a decrease of 20 percent in fresh 
fish freezings, due mainly to a drop of 47 percent in freezings of cod fillets and 33 per- 
cent in haddock fillets, Gains were shown by all other important species, The principal 
species frozen during the month were’ cod and sea herring, These two items accounted for 
more than half of the fresh fish frozen and about 86 percent of smoked fish, Frozen smoked 
fish freezings increased 10 percent as compared with December 1941 due to a gain of 123 
percent in freezings of sea herring kippers, Smoked fillets of cod, haddock, etc,, was 
the only major item of smoked fish to show a decrease, 





Item 








Frozen fresh fish 


Total freerings 2,057,000 61 -2 5,244,000 2,561,000 
ais Important Items: 
Thole 173,000 -9 +175 191,000 63,000 
Fillets 595,000 -50 - 47 1,181,000 1,115,000 
Haddock: 
Whole 58,000 -74 ee 223,000 54,000 
Fillets 150, 000 -1 - 33 151,000 223,000 
Salmon 1 ,000 -90 +3 1, 3,000 ,000 
Sea herring 2,000 +73 +1 7,000 000 
Halibut 58,000 -74 + 29,000 3,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total freezings = 627,000 -jl +10 911,000 571,000 
rtant Itezs: 
Fillets; cod, haddock, etc. 286,000 55 -ll 634,000 320,000 


Sea herring kippers 256,000 +41 123 182,000 115,000 
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FROZEN CANADIAN SMELT CEILINGS ESTABLISHED BY OPA 


In the first action setting specific dollars and cents prices on any frozen fish, the 
Office of Price Administration on January 16 established ceilings for wholesalers on frozen 
Canadian smelts sold in this country at levels which generally reflect the average of such 
sellers' individual March 1942 maximums, "Frozen Canadian amelts" are defined as natural or 
artificially frozen fish of the genus Osmerus mordax, where the same are caught in Canadian 
waters of the North Atlantic Ocean, 





Consumer food budgets will not be changed, according to OPA, since housewives shopping 
at their neighborhood stores will find present individual March 1942 retail ceilings con- 
tinued, However, it is possible that the action at wholesale may result in an improved re- 
tail distribution of the smelts through: (1) a price "rollback" by wholesalers with unduly 
high ceilings, or (2) increasing maximums of other wholesale houses whose previous March 
ceilings were too low to permit them to merchandise to their customary retail sources, 


Affecting annual importations of approximately 7,000,000 pounds from North Atlantic 
waters off New Brunswick and Nova Scotia--some 90 percent of which are consumed in Boston, 
New York, and Philadelphia between December and April of each year--the new Maximum Price 
Regulation No, 303 (Frozen Canadian Smelts) sets fixed per pound maximums, f,o,b. shipping 
point in the usual container for four types in the metropolitan areas of those three cities, 
These new ceilings are gross prices from which the seller must deduct his customary allow- 
ances, discounts, and differentials, and compare as follows with the previous average indi- 
vidual March 1942 peaks under the General Maximum Price Regulation (in cents per pound): 











New Previous average 
— ceiling ceiling 
"Extras", whole smelt--7" and over 24 23.5 
"No, 1s", " " --53" - 7" 15 15.8 
"Mediums", " a) A 5a" 8 7.5 
"Dressed", No, 1 size only 25. iad 





* There were no previous March ceilings on beheaded and eviscerated or "Dressed", Canadian smelts. This 
is a new product, packed since that date at the request of Army buying agents, because no labor is en- 
tailed in preparing the fish to eat. 


No, 1s constitute about 70 percent of the Canadian frozen smelt pack, with the balance 
split about equally between Extras and Mediums, 


The new regulation is effective January 21, 1943. In setting ceilings, the new order 
makes no allowance for differences in freightrates between the three chief consuming centers, 
since the freight charge between Boston and Philadelphia is less than one-third of a cent 
per pound, In order to make possible the occasional wholesale transaction in frozen Canadian 
smelts which occurs at other locations, provision has been made for setting a maximum price 
by adding to the fixed ceilings the carload freight rate from Boston--the most important 
receiving point, 


Canned Fish Trade 





CALIFORNIA TUNA PACK 19 PERCENT BELOW 19/,1--MACKEREL, 37 PERCENT 


California canners packed 158,095 standard cases of tuna and 193,192 cases of mackerel 
during November, an increase of 25 percent in the production of tuna and 11 percent in the 
pack of mackerel compared with November 1941, according to information released by the Cali- 
fornia Division of Fish and Geme, Compared with November 1940, however, the tuna pack showed 
a decline of 46 percent, and mackerel, 41 percent, In contrast to November 1940 and 1941 
when the major portion of the tuna pack consisted of yellowfin tuna, the production in No- 
vember 1942 was mainly of striped tuna, 


During the first 11 months of 1942, a total of 2,074,000 standard cases of tuna and 
497,771 cases of mackerel were canned by California packers, The production of tuna was 
19 percent less than during the similar period of 1941 and 44 percent below 1940, while 
the mackerel pack was 37 percent below 1941 and 60 percent below 1940, The decline in the 
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pack of both tuna and mackerel is attributed to the requisitioning by the armed forces of 
a considerable portion of the fleet engaged in taking these species and restrictions on 
the operations of the remaining vessels, 


California Pack of Tunu and Mackerel--Standeard Casea!/ 

















Item November 1942 October 1942 November 1941 Theron ore ending ws = aC 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tuna: 
Albacore 7,761 4,919 3 203 ,133 103 ,232 
Bonito 3 ,826 2,717 4,258 27 ,263 221 ,932 
Bluefin - - - 273 ,690 177 ,059 
Striped 97 ,068 173 ,986 23 ,073 635,349 4,07 ,314 
Yellowfin 36,998 LL, 434 92,127 736 ,738 1,296,944 
Yellowtail 3,531 2,008 2,979 43,109 153,846 
Flakes 8,911 11,955 13,718 133,381 173,490 
Tonno style - 1,564 ~ 21 337 37,325 
Total 158 ,095 241 ,583 136,158 2,074,000 2,571,142 
Mackerel 193,192 140,836 174,376 497,771 788 ,781 





1/ Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 48 7-cunce cans, while those of mackerel represent 
cases of 48 l-pound cans. 


CALIFORNIA SARDINE PACK 2,760,000 CASES ON DECEMBER 31 


On December 31, the canned California sardine pack for the season beginning August 1 
amounted to 2,760,000 cases, or 33 percent less than the pack of 4,122,000 cases during 
the same period a year earlier, according to information furnished by California Sardine 
Products Institute and the State Division of Fish and Game, Landings totaled 411,874 tons, 
only 20 percent under 1941, due to the increased level of landings which has been maintained 
at San Pedro, 


In the five weeks from November 27 to December 31, slightly over 98,000 tons of sardines 
were landed, an iacrease of only 6 percent over the four-week period fran October 30 to 
November 26, The pack of sardines indicated a higher utilization of the catch for direct 
human consumption, 8,4 cases per landed ton being packed in December as compared with 6.8 
cases in November, The canned pack for the five weeks was 13, percent above the comparative 
period a year earlier because the opening of hostilities in the Pacific in December 1941 
practically halted landings until January, 


























Item SEASONS 
1 
of ee | 2B | ig pe ae 
leld. val 4 ol a9, 124, 1, , 1, ° 
l-1b. talls-48 pad a 476,106 365.557 ee 1 46,228 1.655415) 
1d. fillet-48 per case 7,080 2,414 5,018 48,253 151, 
Canned pn. round-9% per case 29,718 22,952 ae 1.67 208,73 
3.-100 per case 43,540 28,617 16, 142, 81 ’ 
Unclassified 2,993 1,441 3,030 18,454 148,724 
MOT - Std. cases 48/1 820,000 629,605 354,104 2,760,490 4,121,007 
Novenber Octoder Noveaber November 30 November 30 
Meal fons 15,047 13,032 21,144 50,046 72,481 
Oil Gals. 2,483,917 2,380,008 4,261,671 10,135,328 15,329,985 





SEASON'S SHRIMP PACK 518,425 STANDARD CASES ON DECEMBER 26 


Operating under the Seafood Inspection Service of the U,S, Food and Drug Administration 
39 shrimp canneries packed 518,425 standard cases of wet and dry pack shrimp during the 
current season, July 1 through December 26, according to the Service's New Orleans Fishery 
Market News office, This is a reduction of 8 percent below the pack for the same period 
one year earlier and 31 percent below the 5-year average, The pack of slightly less than 
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50,000 cases during the four weeks ending December 26 was 54, percent below that of the pre- 
ceding four weeks period and 16 percent below the same period in 1941. A continued shortage 
of labor is reported by the packers, partly due to the effects of the draft and partly to 
the fact that women formerly employed tn the crab and shrimp plants are able to find more 
profitable employment, 


Wet and Dry Pack Shrimp in all Sizes in Tin and Glass--Stendard Cases* 

















MONTH SEASON 
1942 1942 1941 1942 1941 5-yr, average 
Nov. 29-Dec.26 Nov.1-28 Nov, 30-Dec,27 July 1-Dec.26 July 1-Dec.27 July 1-Dec.26 
49 ,867 107 ,522 59,069 518 5425 560,534 7h5 ,9bk 
* All figures on basis of new standard case--45 No. 1 cans with J-oz. per can in the wet pack and bh-oz. 





per can in the dry pack. 


Quotations reported to the Service's office by Gulf Coast packers for canned shrimp 
in the usual wholesale quantities in plain No, 1, standard tins, f,o,b, point of production, 
follow: 


Canned Shrimp Prices--Per Dozen Tins 














Item January 1, 19/,3* December 1, 194,2* January 1, 194,2** 

WET PACK 
Small $2.33-2.76 $2.33-2.76 $1.75-2.00, few 1,70 
Medium 2.57-2.82 2.57-2.92 1,85-2.10, few 1,80 
Large 2.70-2.94 2.70-3.04 1,95-2,15,some 1,90-2,20 
Jumbo 2.82-3.19 2,.82-3.19 2.10-2.25,some 2,00-2,35 

DRY PACK 
Small $2.64-2.79 $2.72-2.79 $1.80-2.00, few 1.70 
Medium 2.82-2,91 2.85-2.91 1.85-2.10, few 1,80 
Large 2.94-3.04 2.98-3.04 1,.95-2.15,some 1,90-2,20 
Jumbo 3.19 SRT 2,10-2,25,some 2,00-2,30 





*7 on. net wt. for wet pack and G os. net wt. for dry pack. 
° or 
** 5-3/4 on. net wt. for wet pack and 5 os. net wt. for dry pack. 


CANNED SHRIMP CEILINGS FOR PACKERS ESTABLISHED BY 0,P,A, 


Canned shrimp from the Gulf of Mexico and the southeastern Atlantic Coast were placed 
under a specific dollars and cents regulation at the canner's level on January 27, by the 
Office of Price Administration, The regulation levels off packer's prices, which previously 
had been frozen at irregular levels by the General Maximum Price Regulation, and provides 
an over-all increase of about 4 percent to cover increased costs since March 1942, 


0.P.A, pointed out that canned shrimp at the wholesale and retail levels remain under 
Maximum Price Regulations 237 and 238 and because of the operation of these regulations 
compared with previous practices at those levels, the increase will not be passed on in its 
entirety to the consumer, Little, if any of the increase will reach the ultimate consumer 
O.P,A, said, In fact, where dealers mistakenly took the permitted increase twice in their 
mark-ups a roll-back will result, 


The canned shrimp industry, amounting to 5million dollars a year, is centered in Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, and Louisiana with half of the total canning done in 
the latter state, The new regulation No, 311 effective February 2, 1943, does not apply 
to shrimp obtained from the northeast Atlantic as that species is of little commercial im- 
portance, 


The regulation takes into account the W,P,B, order requiring that more shrimp be packed 
in each can, Maximum prices were worked out on the basis of the old pack and an addition 
of 22.5 percent on wet packed shrimp and 26.7 percent for dry packed shrimp was allowed on 
a No, 1 can, 
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When used in the maximum price regulation the term: 


(3) "Shrimp".means eny canned shrimp of the genus Peneus setiferus or Peneus brasiliensis 
where the same are caught off the coast of the United States in the regions of the south- 
eastern Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, 





(5) "Dry pack" means shrimp packed in a hermetically-sealed container without liquid, 
(6) "Wet pack" means shrimp packed in brine in a hermetically-sealed container, 


The prices set forth below are maximum prices per dozen, f,o,b, the shipping point 
nearest cannery, packed for shipment in the usual container, The maximum prices are gross 
prices and the seller shall deduct therefrom his customary allowances, discounts, and differ- 
entials to-purchasers of different classes, Prices for veined shrimp, which have had the 
dark veins removed from the backs prior to packing, are the prices below to which may be 
added 60 cents per dozen, 








Wet pack per dozen Dry pack per dozen 
Grade No, 1 picnic (211x/,00) No, 1 picnic (211x/,00) 
7 oz, net weight _&& oz, net weight 
MTL TTP ere ee $2.45 $2.55 
eee ee ee ee ree 2.70 2.80 
MOCGGR, POM Ss Pe ooo ive deweded ees 2.80 2.90 
RG, CU avivdevcesttidediedee 2.95 3.05 
FUDD TOO 5s atid ere SF ee 3.05 3.15 





CANNED TUNA, BONITO AND YELLOWTAIL PRICES SET BY OPA AT PACKER LEVEL 


Because canners' individual March 1942 ceilings on tuna, bonito and yellowtail showed 
wide variance, the Office of Price Administration, on January 8, set specific uniform dollars 
and cents prices at the packer level on these three types of large fish from the tuna family, 
which are caught primarily in Pacific weters, The action probablywill not affect the general 
level of retail tuna prices to the consumer, according to OPA, 


These new and specific canner ceilings are fixed in Maximum Price Regulation No, 299-- 
Sales by Canners of Tuna, Bonito and Yellowtail--effective January 13, 1943. They reflect 
approximately the average March prices which packers previously had charged their wholesale 
customers, 


Although bonito is a member of the tuna family and yellowtail yields meat which, when 
canned, resembles tuna, neither of these varieties is permitted under the Food, Drug and 
Cosmetics Act to be sold as tuna, The total pack of tuna and tuna-like fish has ranged 
during the past five years from 2,754,000 to 4,188,000 standard cases, 


Latest indications point to a tuna output in excess of 2,000,000 cases in 1942, The 
new order deals only with canner sales, Raw fish is exempt from price control, Wholesalers 
and retailers of tuna, bonito and yellowtail under Maximum Price Regulations Nos, 237 and 
238, Adjusted and Fixed Mark-up Regulations for Sales of Certain Food Products at Wholesale 
and Retail, respectively, as amended January 8, are permitted to add a specified mark-up, 
A wholesaler may add to his net cost from 9% to 19 percent depending on which of three types 
of wholesale operations he does business under, while retailers may add from2l to 27 percent 
depending on class of store--to their new net cost of the canned fish, 


Definitions, When used in Maximum Price Regulation No, 299, the term: 


(3) "Tuna" means canned meat from the following species of fish caught in the Pacific 
Ocean: Albacore (Germo alalunga); skipjack (Katsuwonus pelamis); bluefin (Thunnus 
thynnus); and yellowfin (Neothunnus macropterus); and from bluefin (Thunnus thynnus) 
caught in the Atlantic Ocean, 











(4) "White meat tuna" means albacore meat, 


(5) "Light meat tuna" means skipjack, bluefin, or yellowfin meat, 
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(6) 
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"Bonito" means canned meat from fish of the species bonito (Sarda chiliensis), 





(7) "Yellowtail" means canned meat fromfish of the species yellowtail (Seriola dorsalis), 


(8) 


~ 


(9 


(10) 


(11) 


(12) 





"Fancy" means choice cuts of cooked tuna from fish weighing not more than 60 pounds 
round weight, packed with large pieces of solid meat with the addition of one or two 
small pieces of solid meat, if necessary to bring the contents to required net 
weight, but not including any flakes added at the time of packing, 


"Choice cuts" means large choice pieces of cooked tuna composed of tender solid 
meat of selected light color and fine texture, free from dark meat, bones, skin, 
extraneous tissue, and any substance or condition impairing quality, 


"Standard" means wholesome cooked meat, regardless of size of fish, which when 
packed contains at least 75 percent large pieces of solid meat, free from dark 
meat, bones, skin, extraneous tissue, and debris, 


"Flakes" means small pieces of wholesome cooked meat not utilized in the packing 
of fancy or standard grades, but free from dark meat, bones, skin, extraneous tissue, 
and debris, 


"Grated" means wholesome cooked meat not utilized in the pack of fancy or standard 
grades, mechanically reduced to small uniform pieces but free from darkmeat, bones, 
skin, extraneous tissue and debris, 


The prices set forth below are maximum prices per case, f,0,b,, car at the shipping 


point nearest cannery, 


The maximum prices are gross prices and the seller shall deduct 


therefrom his customary allowances, discounts, and differentials to purchasers of different 











classes, 
Maximum Canners' Prices for Tuna, Bonito and Yellowtail 
Style of container and price per case 
of 48 cans 
Variety No, 1 Tuna tin | No, $ Tuna tin|No, = Tuna tin 
401 x 205.5 307 x 113 211 x 109 

Albacore: 

Ee OE EEOC oe nae I $31.00 $16.00 $9.00 

PE ccctssvectocvcseebeesctleuctas 27.00 14.00 8,00 

Pe sve bd octane’ oc cdon dewséeucesence 25.00 13,00 7.50 

DES chdvetbesieocceenes coeccceccecce 25.00 13.00 7.50 
Light meat: 

FONCY.cccccccee CDEC G0 eC aes He bbe% 23.00 12,00 7.00 

a ee ee ee ob6bsrsecesve 21.00 11,00 6.50 

Gas besos Soccer enue relbedeweks ties 19.70 10,35 6.20 

SRS ccceccclocsevecsetetéveeeseusse 19,00 10,00 6.00 
Bonito: 

tne srpene ip UT TETLEL RTO L ELL Te 17,00 9.00 5.50 

POSTE PEL TTOP ee eC Cee 15,00 8,00 5.00 
Yellowtail: 

ecmpenaen ht TEETER ee ee 16,00 8.50 5.25 

POR. cbbcccbnccvoccectbetstsvesedseds 14,00 7.50 4.75 














BRITISH COLUMBIA SALMON PRODUCTION DOWN IN 1942 SEASON 


The 1942 season pack of all species of canned salmon in British Columbia amounted to 
1,801,411 standard cases, according to preliminary figures released on December 5, 1942, 
in a report issued by the Chief Supervisor of Fisheries at Vancouver, 
of 20 percent below the 2,245,416 cases packed during the 1941 season, 
pack increased 46 percent, all other species showed a decrease, 





This was a decline 
While the sockeye 
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British Columbia Salmon Pack 














1942 Change fran 1941 

Preliminary Final 1941 _Final 
Std, cases Percent Std, cases 
oe PEST EVEL TT ETT TES TTT EA ie 665 ,059 +46. 455,297 
Spring See eeee ee eeeeeeeseresesesesesedeee 22 ,838 -55 50,476 
Chum SCHOSCSES ES EETHE SHH EEEEEEOEEEOEESE 633,638 -31 920,470 
Pink Seeeeereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese 269 ,222 -37 427,766 
Coho CCHS SESE ESE TESETESEEHSEEESEOEEESES 210,654 -1,6 391,407 
Total SCeeeereeeeeeeeeesseeseeeees 1,801,411 -20 2,245,416 





WHOLESALE AND RETAIL CEILING PRICES ESTABLISHED FOR CANNED FISH BY OPA 


The first step toward realization of its recently announced policy of simplified and 
standardized food pricing at the retail level was taken January 8 by the Office of Price 
Administration with the establishment of new and uniform margins for retailers and whole- 
salers on nine food commodities including all canned fish, Each storekeeper will apply 
the uniform mark-ups to his net cost to get his dollars-and-cents maximums, The move, OPA 
emphasized, would make little, if any, difference in the cost of living, Some of the con- 
modities will increase slightly in price, Others will decrease, 


The ultimate aim of the newOPA pricing program is to allow every housewife in America's 
principal population centers to know exactly in cents per package or per pound the ceiling 
prices on key items in her food budget--and to simplify the seller's operation under price 
control, The action was regarded as an initial step in this direction, It will be followed 
by broader action on a wide range of products, which will include meats and many staple 
groceries, 


Canned fish previously had been under alternate price ceilings, in which the store- 
keeper determined his maximum either by use of the March levels of the General Maximum Price 
Regulation or by use of mark-ups somewhat smaller than those now allowed, 


The action was taken through Amendment No, 7 to Maximum Price Regulation No, 237 (Adjusted 
and Fixed Mark-up Regulation for Sales of Certain Food Products at Wholesale) and Amendment 
No, 7 to Maximum Price Regulation No, 238 (Adjusted and Fixed Mark-up Regulation for Sales 
of Certain Food Products at Retail), The amendments become effective January 1/,, 1943, for 
canned fish, 


The mark-ups allowed for canned fish when distributors had the choice of using formula 
mark-ups or their General Maximum Price Regulation maximums were lower than the mark-ups 
allowed by these amendments, This is so because the alternative method of pricing was insti- 
tuted to relieve the squeeze for low-margin operators and only sub-normal mark-ups were 
given, The new mark-ups are intended to provide more normal mark-ups since they are com- 
pulsory and must be used by 411 wholesalers and retailers, While the effect of these new 
mark-ups will be to allow some retailers and wholesalers to increase their prices slightly, 
this is offset by the fact that all speculative mark-ups in effect at the time of the March 
"freeze" will have to be reduced, 


Maximum prices for the nine commodities, or groups of commodities, will be established 
for wholesalers on the basis of the net cost of their most recent purchase, with the period 
allowed for recalculation from January 14, 1943, to February 10, 1943, Wholesalers must 
file these maximums with their State or district OPA office by February 20, 1943. 


Retail maximums will be established on the basis of the net cost of the most recent 
purchase, with a recalculation allowed from January 1/4, 1943, to March 10, 1943. Retailers 
must file their new maximums with their local War Price and Rationing Board by March 20, 
1943. 


Canned fish has been redefined as "all processed fish and sea food in hermetically- 
sealed containers; excluded are fresh and frozen fish and sea food" to include shrimp and 
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crabmeat, which previously had been priced at the wholesale and retail levels under Maximum 
Price Regulations Nos, 255 and 256, New maximum prices for all canned fish mst now be 
calculated on the effective date of the amendments to Nos, 237 and 238, 


Mark-up Table for Wholesalers of Canned Fish 


1, Last date for determining new maximum prices under this regulation, .... Feb, 10, 1943 
2. Last date for filing new maximum prices with appropriate OPA Dis- 

SORES GE CURD WELIONS » chvcccccsdatvibessccghsvedsesressdesvetectosecs  SORe 20, BRS 
3. Figure to be multiplied by net cost of item in determining new maxi- 

mum prices under this regulation: 





Oy SEROR. 2 y BECRAL SUNG COP POPRCL VO, 65 5 kes bs ivccvercceusocesebcsssessete 1,095 
ee en: as, OU Shs 5k 0.056.500 0 tobe core haeede beens bnbtbavante p 
Ce: BEM Fy CO VSOe GE TI bo sccecccetsseensecetevveis en oecbseneie 1,19 





Mark-up Table for Retailers of Canned Fish 


1, Last date for determining new maximum prices under this regulation, ..., March 10, 1943 
2. Last date for filing new maximum prices with appropriate local war 

PUNGS DRS PUREOMINGE COOP a oes ies crs b ce Eeta dee eebiasesc cb ti vie siveces ' Maveh:20,; 2943 
3. Figure to be multiplied by net cost of item in determining new maxi- 

mum prices under this regulation: 








a, Independent retailer with annual volume: 





Chat Ge NOE BOE o oid Foch ce eba si ccsscnsedscibeiesedseds 1.27 
(2) Class 2--$20,000 but less than $50,000......c.ccccccccccccccccs 1.27 
(3) Class 3--$50,000 but less than $250,000........cccccceccccececs 1.27 
b, Class 4--Chain retailer with annual volume under $250,000.......ccecee p A 
c, Class 5--Any retailer (chain or independent) with annual volume 
ee Oe GE ED, vcncccccssnnnsisinessbecuseinkys cubabchasd 1,21 
0-0-0 


CLOSURES PROVIDED FOR CERTAIN FISH PACKED IN GLASS 


Limits within which closures for glass containers can be used to pack fishery products 
are provided under the terms of WPB Conservation Order M-104, as amended by the Director 
General for Operations on January 4. The order affects the use of both metal and rubber 
in closures, 


Under the amendment, closures are provided for glass to pack a large number of foods 
which may not be canned in tin, The purpose of this provision is to offset the restrictions 
on packing of foods in tin cans, Included in this group are: clam broth, fish pastes and 
lobsters, 


Schedule I - Food Closures 














1943 packing Closure material indicated by X 

Product quota Tinplate | Blackplate Rubber 

FISH AND SHELLFISH 
1, Clams, soft, hard, or razor.......... 100% 1942 x aces x 
5, Te Se inccccnadseccecezesesiacests, SET x ace cece 
S, Dec sccasccesktstkdstésahessess See x othe x 
4, Fish flakes, except dried fish flakes 100% 1942 x ere x 
5, GEG S Pema ccccccsccccceccescccscs  CRREEeee x eees eves 
6, Fish pastes, including shellfish paste 100% 194,2* ee x snes 
7. Lobsters, including spiny lobsters... 100% 194,2* x ewes x 
Cy Pie eetedeceéurcedeastinetistck are x sees rte 
Oh TE ocdciccnce cadcseceséhecnsicess STE x sbee x 














* Wherever the asterisk appears the packing quota relates to the musber of closures ani cans used for 
packing the applicable product. 
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USE OF SUGAR IN CANNED OR CURED FISH CLARIFIED BY OPA 


Manufacturers: who use sugar in putting up canned vegetables, fruits, and fruit juices; 
frozen fruit, and canned or cured meats, fish and poultry sold to the Amy, Navy, and other 
specified Government agencies, may not obtain replacement of that sugar under the rationing 
regulation, the Office of Price Administration reported on January 5, Hitherto, this fact 
was generally understood, according toOPA, but the provision was specifically set out January 
5 in Amendment No, 33 to Ration Order 3, effective January 11. 


SALTED LAKE HERRING CEILINGS INCREASED BY OPA 


New maximum prices for salted lake herring were set by the Office of Price Administration 
at the processor level through Amendment No, 100 to Supplementary Regulation No, 14 under 
the General Maximum Price Regulation, effective February 8, Salted lake herring, packed in 
the regions around Lakes Superior, Michigan and Huron, had been frozen at March 1942, price 
levels under the General Maximum Price Regulation, 


Reflecting an increase in the prices paid for fresh fish, which are not under price 
control, and in costs-of containers, materials and labor, the new maximums add a cent a 
pound over last year's prices, Of this increase, 75 cents a 100-pound barrel is added at 
the first processor's level and an additional 25 cents a barrel at the second processor's 
level, 


The salted fish is shipped principally to Virginia, West Virginia, North and South 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee, The 1942 catch is estimated at 2,900,000 
pounds, approximately the same as1940 but less than 1941, A disturbing factor in the pricing 
picture, however, is the increased demand for herring sold fresh or sold for freezing, The 
fishermen have received $45 per ton for herring this season as they come from the water, 


Wholesalers and retailers will price this item by applying fixed margins provided in 
Maximum Price Regulation 237--Adjusted and Fixed Markup Regulation for sales of Certain 
Food Products at Wholesale--and Maximum Price Regulation No, 238--Adjusted and Fixed Markup 
Regulation for sales of Certain Food Products at Retail--to their "net cost", For the pur- 
poses of the regulation the term: 


"Salt lake herring" means a fish of the species Leucichthys artedi, where the same 
is caught in one of the following Great.Lakes: Superior, Michigan, and Huron, and is back 
split, eviscerated and preserved by salt packing in the usual container, 





"First processor" means any person who salts lake herring which are destined for future 
processing, 


"Final processor" means a person who repacks salt herring for sale in the form in which 
it is sold at retail, 


FISH PACKERS ASSIGNED HIGHER PREFERENCE RATINGS BY WPB 


Fish packers were assigned higher preference ratings for procurement of equipment, 
maintenance, and repair material, effective February 8, No change was made in the rating 
for replacement material, The ratings were raised by Preference Order P-115 (Maintenance 
of Operation of Plants Canning or Processing Fruits, Vegetables, or Fish), as amended by 
the Director General for Operations, 


Despite the new ratings, WPB urged canners to convert their equipment, where possible, 
to operations which will result in a saving of critical materials, Included among such 
operations are the packaging of foodsand numerous other commodities inglass or paper instead 
of tin; and the use of closures made of paper, or other non-critical materials, P-115 pro- 
vides ratings for such conversion, Persons desiring to convert must apply on Form PD-285, 


The amendment also transfers administration of Order P-115 fran WB to the United States 
Department of Agriculture, which now is responsible for war-time food control under an ex- 
ecutive order issued on December 5, 1942, Hereafter, applications for preference ratings and 
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any other reports required under the order should be sent to the Food Distribution Adminis- 
tration, Department of Agriculture, Washington, D, C, 


The amendment raises the P-115 rating to conform with existing needs and assigns the 
following preference ratings to packers of fish: 


1, AA-l for material required for repair and maintenance, Previously, the rating 
was AA-5, 


2. AA-2X for material required for operation, Previously, the rating was AA-5, 


3. Aa-3 for mterial required for replacement or more efficient operations, This 
rating is unchanged from the orders as last amended, However, AA-3 ratings may 
not be applied under P-115 for construction of new buildings, establishment of 
new production lines, or for any other purpose which, in the opinion of the Director 
General for Operations does not promote the interest of the war program, 


AA-3 ratings may not be used under P-115 until the packer has received specific author- 
ization from WPB, To get such authorization, he must apply to the Director of Food Distribu- 
tion, U.S.D,A,, describing the material needed and the nature of the proposed replacement, 
The application under P-115 may be filed on Form PD-285, 


All preference ratings must be applied in accordance with Priorities Regulation No, 3, 


MANILA ROPE NEEDED BY GOVERNMENT 


Good stout Manila rope, which is getting scarce, is the only kind strong enough to 
do certain jobs for the Army, Navy and Maritime Commission, High quality rope containing 
Manila fiber is urgently needed for use on warships, troop ships, cargo vessels and in engi- 
neering projects, according to Col, C. R, Baxter, Director, Redistribution Division, War 
Production Board, 


There are still considerable quantities of Manila rope inthe country and the Government 
wants to buy all excess in the hands of business concerns and other owners, These holders 
are asked to report voluntarily 411 Manila rope they can spare, if it is 3/16 of an inch 
or more in diameter and 200 feet or more in length, The Government will pay 10 percent 
above the owner's net cost, exclusive of freight charges, 


This appeal to consumer-holders follows a Government purchase program directed to the 
trade, under which over 10,000 dealers and wholesalers reported 4 total of 5,844,744 pounds 
of available Manila rope, Almost all of this large quantity was voluntarily offered for 
sale and is now being directed into war use, But more is needed, 


Owners are requested to communicate at once with Murray Cook, 155 East 4/,th Street, 
New York City, who will arrange for purchases, acting as agent for the Government, 


Foreian Fishery Trade 





CANADIAN ORDERS LIMIT FISH PRICES 


Maximum retail and wholesale prices in Canada for certain fresh, frozen, cured, smoked, 
canned, packed or otherwise processed fish and fish products are limited to the actual price 
paid by retailers and wholesalers plus a mark-up not exceeding specified percentages for 
various products, under Administrator's Order No, A-564 of the Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board, effective January 22, 


Administrator's Orders Nos, A-381 and A-382 issued in September 1942 fixed maximum 
prices for pilchards packed from the 1942 catch, and for frozen salmon, fresh and frozen 
soles, brills and witches caught in Pacific Coast waters, 
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AUSTRALIAN FISHERY FOR NORTHERN TUNA CAPABLE OF DEVELOPMENT 


Additional evidence which has accumulated since the publication of Pamphlet No, 104 
on the Australian tunas suggests that a promising beach-seine fishery for the northern tuna 
may be developedin the larger inlets and sheltered beaches of the eastern coastline, accord- 
ing to "Notes on the Economics of the Northern Tuna (Kishinoella tonggol)" in the Australian 
Journal of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Vol, 15, No, 2, May 1942, 
The fishery could be carried on during the late summer and autumn at least as far south as 
Sydney, with extensions to more southern grounds in some years, 








The evidence indicates that fairly considerable bodies of tuna, in a spent condition 
following the spawning season, enter the shallow reaches of bays and ports, feeding vo- 
raciously on such school fish as pilchards, While in shoal formation, the tuna usually 
will not take the hook, but their habits suggest their capture by hauling nets and traps 
when close to shore, or circle nets when distant from the beaches, When the schools break 
up the individual fish may be caught by trolling, but this method does not appear to be an 
economic proposition in Eastern Australia, More successful results have been obtained in 
Western Australia, but the methods have not been extensively tested out. 


The fish produce an excellent canned product, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


On December 12, the Bureau of Labor Statistics' comprehensive wholesale index stood 
at 100.5 percent of the 1926 average, the highest level reached in 16 years, Sharp advances 
in primary market prices for grains, cotton, peanuts, seeds, and certain fruits and vegetables 
brought the index up 0.4 percent during the week ended December 12, Prices for foods rose 
0.7 percent during the week, Meats--largely mutton--advanced 0,5 percent, 


In the retail markets, the average family paid 1,2 percent more for food on December 15 
than on November 17, Higher prices of uncontrolled fresh fruits and vegetables were again 
chiefly responsible for the rise, The prices of foods not under direct control by OPA rose 
7.0 percent while the average for controlled foods advanced 0,5 percent, 


Wholesale and Retail Prices 

















Item Unit Percentage change from-- 
Wholesale: (1926 = 100) Dec, 12, 1942 Nov, 14, 1942 Dec. 13, 1941 
All commodities Index No, 100.5 +0.4 + 7.9 
Foods do 104.0 +1,0 +15.0 
Retail: (1935-39 = 100) Dec, 15, 1942 Nov, 27, 1942 Dec, 16, 1941 
All foods Index No, 132.7 4#1,2 +17.3 
Fish: 
Fresh and canned do 183.4 +3,1 +32.0 
Fresh and frozen ¢g per pound 31.5 +3.6 +29.7 
Canned salmon: 
Pink g per pound can 22.3 41.5 411.5 
Red do 40.2 -0.2 + 8.9 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 


(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 





Same month 


Item & year ago 


Month Latest month Previous month 





FRESH FISH LANDINGS 
WGI, SE, scccccacscovebigesss 
Gloucester, MRSS, ..cccccccecccdes 
PORCEGEG, MEMO, coc ccvcccccccescse 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
COG, wocccccccccvcccccccosercccce 
TRGGOGR, occ crccscceccsvcccccece 
yr Peer eee 
ROSOTIED, .ccccccccccsccccccccces 


FISH RECEIPTS, CHIC 


Salt-water fish, ....cccccccsccccecs 
PSOMH-WALOP TIGR, ciiccscccccdscise 
GROAAELAR, O88. cecciccccccesscess 
Dl MR i6sb dee biveestoesenanerus 
| ere errr Tre Tee eT er eee 
BD SNe ccccatedeccewoserecesns 
COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS2/ 
New York, N, Y,: 
ee ne. Ser eye 
PPOMPURUT TL... cccccccovcese 
te Sree 
Boston, Mass,: 
BORON TAO co ccoccsesecevess 
PEPE SEO, ccccccscceeeces 
GMOLITION, OO, wocccccccccceces 
Chicago, I1ll.: 
Salt-water fish......ccece. 
Fresh-water fish,.......... 
SEs OO. ccccccccceve 
Unclassified,....... 
United States: 
Cod fillets. ....cecce 
Haddock fillets......... dees 
PERO Re cccccsccceevecectessoces 
Mackerel (except Spanish)....... 
GOD cc cctcccesecescvocesoce 
Rosefish fillets, .....ccccccccece 
SRE So ccccccsccdeetccesseseoss 
WE SeE Ecc vcetereccscsocececeese 
a Cee ree 
New England, all species,....... 
Middle Atlantic, all species,,.. 
South Atlantic, all species,..., 
North Central East, all species, 
North Central West, all species, 
South Central, all species,..... 
Pacific, all species,.....ccccoe 


November 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


December 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 


11,664 
11,252 
981 


1,181 
4,732 
7 247 
5460 


2, 3h 
3,258 
1,177 
2,636 
1,489 
2,656 


6,427 
1,835 
1,451 


12,262 
42 
490 


2,298 
2,7h7 
873 
333 


2,484 
5,207 
9,019 
10,347 
1,101 
2,157 
9,503 
14,135 
5 466 
26 4,00 
23,299 
6,324 
17,711 
6,195 
4,308 
21,462 


23 ,067 
12 ,336 
1,642 


7,461 
6,879 
10,036 
8 ,80L, 


2,135 
2,683 
1,431 
2,181 
1,102 
2,966 


7 ,067 
1,605 
2,606 


14,417 
31 
1,329 


2,770 
3 ,032 
1,731 

380 


3,233 
9,007 
11,155 
7 526 
3,227 
4,707 
11,533 
10,496 
9,722 
30 423 
23 ,289 
7,110 
19,789 
6,599 
7,133 
22 5930 


13,196 
17,558 
1,303 


1,951 
7,096 
3,988 
7,291 


2,161 
3,543 
1,475 
2,723 
2,031 
2,425 


7,292 
2,170 
1,707 


16,105 
38 


584, 


2,002 
2,303 
765 
364 


3,197 
7,591 
11,324 
12,335 
1,538 
3,486 
11,998 
14,386 
5573 
32,107 
22 ,767 
5 803 
15,844 
4,584 
4,796 
28 234 





l/ Includes all arrivals as reported by express and rail terminals, and truck receipts as 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers, 

2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those for 
Boston which are for the last Wednesday of the month, and those for geographical areas 
and the total of the United States which are as of the 15th of the month, 


Note:--Data for the latest month are subject to revision, 





